Concordia University, Nebraska - Elementary Education

Section 1 — Contextual Information

Mission and Vision of the Institution

Concordia University, owned and operated by the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, is a
coeducational institution of higher learning committed to the Christian growth of its students.
Concordia University, Nebraska is an excellent academic and Christ-centered community equipping
men and women for lives of learning, service and leadership in the church and world.

By 2015 Concordia University, Nebraska will grow and expand its influence to diverse populations by
fostering collaboration and adapting to our changing environment while remaining faithful to our
mission of excellent Christian education.

Degree programs in professional education and the liberal arts help Concordia accomplish its goals.
In addition, Concordia’s faculty, staff, and students are committed to excellence and integrity in
performance both in the classroom and in scholarly activity and research, service to the church and
community through a commitment to strong partnerships with shared objectives, and a spirit of
community within the university family. These programs and activities set forth an explicit value
system, which has as its core faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and only Savior of the world.
Therefore, this value system adheres to the Holy Scriptures as the communicator of that faith and
commits to the Lutheran Confessions as a true exposition of the Scriptures.

Concordia’s programs promote intellectual, emotional, aesthetic, physical, and spiritual growth. They
nurture religious commitment, enlarge social and cultural understanding, provide insights for Christian
action in the world, and facilitate effective communication. The programs provide an opportunity for
intelligently selecting vocations of service to God, church, and society. Also, they are designed to
develop these professional competencies and communities required for responsible participation and
leadership in a complex and diverse society.

Special Characteristics of the Institution
Concordia University — Nebraska, one of 10 schools in the Concordia University System, is owned and
operated by The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. The other nine universities and colleges are:
1) Concordia College — Selma, Alabama
2) Concordia University — Irvine, California
3) Concordia University-Chicago — River Forest, Illinois
4) Concordia University — Ann Arbor, Michigan
5) Concordia University — St. Paul, Minnesota
6) Concordia College — Bronxville, New York
7) Concordia University — Portland, Oregon
8) Concordia University-Texas — Austin, Texas
9) Concordia University- Wisconsin — Mequon, Wisconsin
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod operates two seminaries, one in Ft. Wayne, Indiana and the
other in St. Louis, Missouri.



Concordia University founded in 1894 and originally called Concordia Seminary, prepared men as
Lutheran day school teachers. This seminary opened with thirteen students, two professors, and one
building. Today, the campus is situated on 120 acres with more than twenty academic and service
buildings. Current offerings include liberal arts and pre-professional programs in addition to programs in
education.

In 1905, Concordia added a two-year normal program to its offerings. Concordia first granted a
Bachelor of Science degree for elementary teachers in 1939. The secondary education program was
added in 1958 and the graduate program in 1966. Current undergraduate programs in teacher
education are early childhood, special education, elementary, middle-level, and secondary education.
Graduate-level programs include elementary and secondary school administration, literacy, early
childhood education, ELL/ESL, and curriculum and instruction. An initial endorsement graduate level
special education program was added in March 2012. All teacher education programs comply with State
of Nebraska requirements and all graduates are eligible for state certification. Concordia University
enrolls an increasing number of teacher education students seeking public school careers. Besides the
Bachelor of Science in Education program other undergraduate programs offered include Bachelor of
Arts, Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Music, and Bachelor of Fine Arts degrees. Graduate programs
include the Master of Education degree, Secondary Education Graduate Teacher Certification program,
Master of Science in Family Life Ministries, Director of Christian Education Specialist Diploma program,
Master of Parish Education degrees for church professionals, Master of Arts in Gerontology and Aging
Studies, Master of Business Administration, Master of Arts in Human Services, Master of Public Health,
and a Registered Nurse/Bachelor of Science in Nursing program, the last two of which were begun in
2012.

The legal name of the institution was Concordia Teachers College, until June 30, 1998, although the
institution had used the name Concordia College since 1987 for all other purposes. On July 1, 1998, the
legal name was changed to Concordia University to enhance the mission of the institution and to better
prepare servant leaders for church and world.

From thirteen male students in 1894, Concordia grew to 249 students in 1953. In 1971-72, the full-
time enrollment peaked at 1,715 undergraduate students and 400 graduate students enrolled in four
summer sessions. In 1992, undergraduate enroliment was 876 students and approximately 150
students enrolled in three summer sessions. Concordia’s total student enrollment number for 2011-12
is the largest in its 118 year history, marking the fifth year in a row Concordia has seen an increase. As of
the official census date, a total of 2196 students were registered, an increase of 50 students over last
year’s number. The increase was notable at the Seward campus. The undergraduate total increased by
167 students, 1552 from last year’s 1385. Included in that total are approximately 350 dual credit
students taking college level courses at 13 different high schools across Nebraska and the United States.
At the Fallbrook campus, home to Concordia’s graduate programs, 644 students are seeking advanced
degrees.

Concordia’s primary function remains service to congregations and schools of the church. Concordia
educates more men and women for careers in teacher education church work than any other college or
university of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. In 2010-2011 Concordia's graduates in Lutheran
educational ministries were placed in 23 states and 22 Districts. Concordia-Nebraska was contacted to
assist parishes/school associations in filling more than 378 different positions in educational ministries.
With 31 of this year's candidates and 17 from previous years placed, 48 Lutheran teaching positions
were filled. Nine additional called colloquy candidates make the total placed candidates number at 57.



That number represents 28.1% of all candidates placed in teaching positions from the Concordia
University System’s 10 colleges and universities.

Concordia University maintains consortium arrangements with other institutions to give Concordia
students the opportunity to spend a semester in Costa Rica. Concordia University participates in a
simultaneous enrollment program with the other institutions in the Concordia University System, giving
students the opportunity to complete a semester on any of the other nine campuses.

Concordia is a residential college of nearly all full-time students, eighty percent (80%) of whom live in
on-campus residence halls. Many Concordia students establish close relationships with each other
which often last a lifetime. A variety of student activities and entertainment options provide students
with opportunities for relaxation and personal growth outside the classroom. Seward, Nebraska, a town
of over six thousand people, offers a safe, peaceful environment for students. Seward is 25 miles west
of Lincoln, Nebraska.



