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PS111 American Government Final Exam -- Spring 2011/ Prof. Beck

Please write answers in complete sentences.

1.

Explain how separation of powers, checks and balances, and federalism work in the
American political system.
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How were the Articles of Confederation different from the Constitution?
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How did the framers of the Constitution account for human nature?
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How did the Founding Fathers balance minority rights with majority rule?
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How does the Constitution balance the rights of small and large states?
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Explain thetoles of stat® and federal governments in terms of federalism.
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10.

I1.

12.

How do the Constitution’s full faith and credit clause, and the privileges and immunities
clause, relate to states? '
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Explain how civil liberties are different from civil rights.
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What are the five freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment?
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Explain the concept of due process rights. “
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Explain the concept of privacy rights.
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13. How are political opinions based on considerations?
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14. Why is random sampling important in conducting opinion surveys? 1
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15. How do the news media influence audiences in their views about politics?

Mosk Deogle geX Yaane vollocenadton apoot polics Qovn
e pnedia. oot Xoe Thudia RS 1S OSvaly
WO peopa Wwhiwe .

16. What role do political parties play in modern American national politics? ‘
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17. What are political action committees?

Yool achon (oenoniiees axre grooes of prople
o030 o AhL Soorna @D‘ﬁkw)\ WA ELYS XD
QS ey o o 90463\05 o wwran Coondidedres
oY 4o 80\:«‘90-@?}@ Condudeke.

18. What role do primary elections and caucuses play in selection of presidential candidates?
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Explain the difference between plurality and majority voting and how it relates to the
concept of a runoff election.
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Explain one way in which a political interest group can solve a collective action problem.
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What is gerrymandering and how does it affect redisfgctin ? s
\ < . }
Ladusdncine, \S Wnun msmwm&g%s axe Yedraon Lo

Lisladiye Spufposcs. Gerpmandanng (s when
RASTAKIng NLppens 1o LYY o poncol o Y
or G Caundadarxe.

Why does incumbency help members of the House of Representatives more than
members of the Senate when they run for re-election?
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

What is a filibuster and how can it be stopped?
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Explain how the federal bureaucracy is like a principal-agent game.
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Explain the signiﬁéance of the Supreme Court decision Marbury v. Madison.
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On what basis would the U.S. Supreme Court hear an appeal from a state court?

Oy Yhe ‘ooms of vk Of corelicarion OF W of
Cafoaxy.

Briefly explain the significance of these three Supreme Court decisions: Dred Scott v.

Sandford, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education.
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31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Explain the key concepts of the federal budget: What are the key numbers? What’s the
difference between discretionary and mandatory spending? How does debt relate to
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In the Immigration issue, how many legal and how many illegal immigrants are in the
U.S.? How does federalism relate to this issue?
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In the Health Care issue, what are the key pros and cons of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Health Care Act?
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What do you think is the most useful thing you learned from class?

L loaned oot opost e coment
125045 g\ ool governvant. | asned
ooty Yeany A ad Visw Ty wil
Ly L.

Thanks for a great semester — have a terrific summer!
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PS111 American Government Final Exam -- Spring 2011/ Prof. Beck

Please write answers in complete sentences.

. 1. Explain how separation of powers, checks and balances, and federalism work in the
American political system. .
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2. How were the Articles of Confederation different from the Constitution?
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4. How did the Founding Fathers balance minority rights with majority rule? -
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5. How does the Constitution balance the rights of small and large states?
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6. Explain the roles of state and.federal governments in terms of federalism.
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7. How do the Constitution’s full faith and credit clause, and the privileges and immunities

clause, relate to states?
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- 8. How wouldyou descrlbe the era we are currently in regardmg the relatxonshlp between

the state and federal governments"
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9. 'EXxplain how civil liberties are. different from civil rights.
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10. What are the five freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment?
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11. Explain the concept of due process rights.
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12. Explain the concept of privacy rights.
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13. How are political opinions based on considerations?
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14. Why is random sampling important in conducting opinion surveys?
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15. How do the news media influence audiences in their views about politics? "
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16. What role do political parties play in modern American national politics?
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17. What are political action committees?
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18. What role do.primary elections and caucuses play in selection of presidential candidates?
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19. Explain the difference between plurahty and majority voting and how it relates to the
concept of a runoff election.
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20 What is the role of the Electoral College and how does it WOrk’?
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21. Explain one way in- which a political interest group can solve a collective action 1 problem.
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22. What is gerrymandermg and how does it affect redlstrlctmg’? R
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23. Why does mcumbency help members of the House of Representatives more than
members of the Senate when they run for re-election?
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24. ‘What is the job of the. Speaker of the House? (Extra credit:. Who isit?) . + |
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25. What is a filibuster and how can it be stopped?
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27. Explain how the fedefal_bureaucraqy,is like a principal-agepf garhe. |

+ . 28. Explain the signifieance of the Supreme Court decision Marbury v. Madison.

; o g /;b,zol«/ Shplos Frores aééxwg/ S‘W

29. On what basis would the U.S. Supreme Court hear an appeal from a state court?
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30. Briefly explain the significance of these three Supreme Court decisions: Dred Scott v.
Sandford, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education.
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31. Explain the key concepts of the federal budget: What are the key numbers? What’s the

difference between dlscretlonary and mandatory spending? How does debt relate to
deficit?
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32. Regardmg Iraq and Afghanistan, how many troops does the T1.S. have in each country?
"7+ -~ What are the key issues: to be resolved before U.S. troops leave those countries? -
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33. In the Immigration issue, how many legal and how many illegal 1mm1grants are in the
U.S.? How does federalism relate to this issue?
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34. In the Health Care issue, what are the key pros and cons of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Health Care Act?
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35. What do you think is the most useful thing you learned from class?
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Thanks for a great semester — have a terrific summer!
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PS111 American Government Final Exam -- Spring 2011/ Prof. Beck —

Please write answers in complete sentences.

1. Explain how separation of powers, checks and balances, and federalism work in the

American political system. e -
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4. How did the Founding Fathers balance minority rights with mg{'ority rule?
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5. How does the Constitution balance the rights of small and large states? o
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6. Explain the roles of state and federal governments in terms of federalism. . .
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7. How do the Constitution’s full faith and credit clause, and the privileges and immunities
clause, relate to states? -
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8. How would youdescribe the era we are currently in regarding the relationship between
the state and federal governments?
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9. Explain how civil liberties are different from civil rights. '
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10. What are the five freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment?
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I1. Explain the concept of due process rights.
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12. Explain the concept of privacy rights.
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13. How are political opinions based on conelderatlons'?
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14. Why is random sampling 1mportant in conducting opinion surveys?
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~ 15. How do the news media influence audiences in their views about politics?
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18. What role do primary elections and caucuses play in selection of presidential candidates?
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19. Explain the difference between plurality and majority voting and how it relates to the
concept of a runoff election:. T '
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20. What is the role of the Ele'_ctoral College and how does it work? W& Wt ke “
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21. Explain one way in which a political interest group can solve a cdllective action problem.
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23. Why does incumbency help members of the House of Representatives more than
members of the Senate when they run for re-election?
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25. What is a filibuster and how can it be stopped?
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28. Explain the significance of the Supreme Court decision Marbury v. Madisoﬁ. _
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29. On what basis would the U.S. Supreme Court hear an appeal from a state court?
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30. Briefly explain the significance of these three Supreme Court decisions: Dred Scott v.
Sandford, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education. .
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. 31. Explain the key concepts of the federal budget: What are the key numbers? What’s the

difference between discretionary and mandatory spending? How does debt relate to
deficit?
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32. Regarding Iraq and Afghanistan, how many troops does the U.S. have in each country?
What are the key issues to be resolved before U.S, troops leave those countries?
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33. In the Immigration issue, how many legal and how many 1llegal 1mm1grants are in the
U.S.? How does federalism relate to this issue?
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34. In the Health Care issue, what are the key pros and cons of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Health Care Act?
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35. What do you think is the most useful thing you learned from class?
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Thanks for a great semester — have a terrific summer!
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What is your issue?

The issue our group chose to investigate is the government censorship of the internet in the
People’s Republic of China. Currently, out of the top 100 Global websites, China has placed bans on 12
websites. Some of these websites include Facebook.com, YouTube.com, and Twitter.com
(GreatFirewall.biz). These regulations were first passed on January 23, 1996 by the State Council of
China. This first regulation was designed to restrict any citizen of mainland China from connecting to the
internet without going through a government approved service provider. Since then more regulations
have been enacted, and around $800 million U.S. has been used to restrict the content of the internet in
the majority of China. Not only is the government restricting the websites that the majority of the
Chinese population is viewing, but the government is actually monitoring the amount of internet
activities individuals are engaging in. The government has hired almost 30,000 “cyber police,” who view
various blogs and forums and delete comments that slander the government. There have even been
arrests of journalists who were accused of calling for reforms and creating online petitions. The internet
restriction is considered the most advanced of any other country in the world (Global Internet Freedom
Consortium). These restrictions however do not apply to the entire country. There is no monitoring in
Hong Kong or Macua because these cities are seen as special cases by the State Council.

What are the positions of the sides affected by the issue?

The positions of the sides affected by this issue can be categorized into two main groups of
people - the government and the general public of China. The government, and those people hired to
police the internet in China, believe that by restricting the websites they allow the majority of their
citizens to view, the people are less likely to organize together to oppose the government and possibly
begin a revolution such as what is going on in Egypt and Libya currently. In June of 2010, the Chinese
government issued a report defending the censorship of the internet. They stated that an estimated 30
percent of the population has internet and many cultures have different concerns about internet
security and as a global population “we should seek common ground” (Stemple). On the other side are
the citizens of China who these regulations affect on a daily basis. While the majority of the country
does not have internet access, the population of China is so great that this issue still affects millions of



people. As American citizens, we believe that if these restrictions were ever placed on us, we would not
stand for it. However, for the majority of the Chinese population who have internet access, this is
something they have gotten used to. While there are some radical cases where people have been
arrested for posting anti-government ideas on the internet repeatedly, this is not the case for the
majority of the people. Overall the reaction toward these restrictions is one of indifference.

Who are the key people or leaders on each side?

The key people who have the most control over the regulations on the internet are all
government officials. In late 2002, Hu Jintao replaced Jiang Zemin as the Communist leader of China
(Luard). He was re-elected by the People’s Congress in 2008 to a second five year term. As the highest
ranking position in China, Chairman Hu has the ultimate decision in all matters that concern the
government actions. As China is a Communist country, Chairman Hu has control over almost every
aspect of Chinese activity. Another key official who has a lot of power in the restrictions that are set up
by the government is the leader of the State Council of China, Wen Jiabao. The State Council is the
government organization that first drafted and put into effect the regulations over the Internet, as well
as set up the Internet police who constantly monitor the content of various websites. On the other side,
there have been a few Chinese activists who have been arrested in an attempt to protest the Internet
censorship. Those who have the biggest impact for the opposition have been larger organizations, such
as Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and the U.S. State Department, who have been speaking out on
Internet freedom and began funding for efforts that would restrict censorship of the Internet (Activist
Post). Another key person who has an impact for this side is co-founder of Google, Sergey Brin. Not only
has Google asked the U.S. to act against the Internet censorship in China, but they have also stated that
unless a deal is met where China limits the amount of website restrictions, they will no longer provide
services to China.

How does history affect the issue?

History plays a crucial role in the government monitoring of the Chinese media. One event in
particular is the Tiananmen Square Massacre in 1989 in which the Chinese army opened fire on
democratic demonstrations, killing hundreds of their own citizens. It was in late May, early June that
marked the start of the student lead demonstration against the government and for democracy. The
even began as a memorial march for a former party leader Hu Yaobangto who had died a week
beforehand. As the masses gathered a common anger swelled due to the corruption of the communist
Chinese government at the time. The military called in tanks to “clamp down on what it described as
‘social chaos.” Throughout the bloody mess, the student protesters persisted in their chanting of
“fascists stop killing,” and “down with the government!” These protest have been deemed the greatest
challenge to the communist state in China since the 1949 revolution, this is the underlying factor to why
the Chinese practice government monitoring of the media. To be frank, the government filters such
things as Tiananmen Square from Google searches in hopes of keeping what happened at Tiananmen



Square from the people of today’s China. They fear that history will repeat itself and the citizens will
wise up and rise up against communism.

How does the regional economic system affect the issue?

One economic effect on the government is China’s increasing standard of living. A couple
decades ago a common greeting for Chinese people was, “you look fat today.” This was not an insult, in
fact this was a compliment meaning that you are doing well for yourself economically speaking. With
China’s economy booming, you rarely hear this greeting anymore. Back when this phrase was popular to
be considered wealthy was to be making $1,200 a year. With globalization and US companies
outsourcing many manufacturing jobs to China, the standard of living has increased by an enormous
rate. More and more people are managing to crawl out of poverty in China, resulting in minimum wages
going up. The Chinese workforce has seen around a 20% increase of their minimum wage. This means
more people are able to afford college. There are more job opportunity in the cities, and more spending
money which allows the people access to the internet. This is how it effects the government’s decision
to monitor the media. With the growing ease of access to the plethora of knowledge on the internet,
the government is scared that if the people are able to read about such incidents as Tiananmen Square
and American freedoms, they will become likely to revolt against the communist Chinese government.
The last thing a communist government wants is for its people to become wise to the fact that some of
their freedom is being oppressed.

How does the system of government affect the issue?

How does the system of government affect the issue of government monitoring? The
government doesn’t affect the issue the government is the issue, in this case. The Chinese government
deserves a little credit, one of the reasons they feel the need to use media monitoring is because they
are a communist government which allows many freedoms for their citizens. This little bit of freedom
causes the people enough thinking room to wonder why they’re media is filtered, but then not enough
answers which angers the people again. Another reason the government affects this issue is back to
history again. The government has gone through so much change in the recent past, and although they
are well established there is always unrest about what has happened in throughout history. The current
less communist, communist party that is in power now has Mao Zedong and his crazy communist ways
to thank for some of their worries. Mao was very communist in the sense that he was basically a dictator
and was very oppressive. Now that a new “communist” party has taken over, they are becoming less
and less communist which causes an uncertain future for the government. There is still corruption like it
is a Maoist government, but it has become more capitalist, this causes some confusion among the
citizens and is the main reason the government feels the need to monitor the media in hopes to keep
the people from revolting, again.

How are people affected by the issue responding to it? How much power do they have in responding?
Citizens in the Peoples Republic of China are under almost constant monitoring by several

government agencies set up by the Communist Party of China. If caught trying to organize protests or

simply saying certain phrases can get you sent to jail or re-education by labor facilities. These measures



and threats make it very hard and dangerous for the people of China to oppose the government and its
policies. However, there still are people who stand up to the government in China, trying to raise
awareness about the injustices of the government and its censorship of the people. Tiananmen Square
in 1989 was the site of a major student led protest. Over 100,000 people gathered to encourage
continued to economic reform and liberalization. Unfortunately on June 4 the government broke up the
protests using force and killing hundreds if not thousands of protesters. The last notable protest in China
happened on April 25, 1999. Followers of the religion Falun Gong mobilized around 10,000 people in
front of the Zhongnanhai compound. This protest was also broken up with physical violence and many
were imprisoned and beaten. Liu Xiaobo is a Chinese literary critic, writer and human rights activist who
called for political reforms and recently won the Nobel Prize while incarcerated as a political prisoner
(www.britannica.com). His literary works have been banned in China, yet there are a reported 4,000
illegal printing presses supplying the people of China with literacy free of government censorship
(www.cecc.gov). The government holds book burnings for these black listed books, yet that only seems
to increase their popularity (www.amazon.com).

How is the rest of the world responding to the issue?

There are several agencies throughout the world which have been fighting for basic human
rights in China for many years. These organizations work to raise awareness in the international
community about what is going on in the Peoples Republic of China. Some of these include Reporters
Without Borders and Freedom House (Esarey, 2006). Recently the U.S. based company Google put an
end to censorship via the Chinese version of its search engine, google.cn. Now users are redirected to
Google.com.hk, where there is uncensored content (en.rsf.org). Other online companies are following
suit by not offering domain names ending in .cn, because of the harsh censorship applied to the
websites. The United Nations sends in investigators to evaluate the situation in China. The most recent
investigators, all from developing countries, said they had reports of over 20 arrests or detentions of
human rights defenders and other actions including house arrests, travel restrictions, intimidation and
blocking of communications (af.reuters.com). They are calling for the right to exercise the freedom of
expression and the ability of Chinese human rights defenders to carry out their peaceful and legitimate
activities calls into question China's commitments to promote and protect universal human rights.
However, these pleas for basic human rights are ignored by the Chinese government with the main
interest to maintain power, even at the expense of its people. The international community has had
little success negotiating with China on civil rights issues.

What does your group recommend as a response to the issue?

We believe the international community needs to make a greater effort in trying to establish
basic human in the Peoples Republic of China. China can’t be exempt from international law concerning
human rights. If they don’t comply with these laws, they need to be held accountable and punished
accordingly. The international community needs to come together as a whole, and not try to fight this
injustice on a scattered and broken front of policies. International companies need to follow Google’s
lead and stand up to China censorship and not bend over backwards just to do business with them.
Companies like Microsoft need to discontinue the supplying the government with equipment and



software that is being used to create an ever increasingly strict internet censorship program. On a
grassroots level people can stop buying products produced in China as a protest against the government
and what it stands for. Companies need to stop outsourcing work and products to China and invest in
local solutions. Nations can band together and impose trade tariffs against China and put pressure on
their economic system. As hard as it is, the people of China need to continue their diligent fight for their
human rights and hopefully that plus international pressure will finally make progress towards an
international standard for human and civil rights.
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Tuberculosis
1) What is your Issue?

Tuberculosis or TB is caused by an infection with the bacteria Mycobacterium tuberculosis,
The infection affects the lungs and various other parts of the body, such as the central nervous
system, kidneys, joints, spine and skin. TB was first identified in 1882 by German bacteriologist,
Robert Koch, but tuberculosis is an ancient disease. There were particles of the diseases thought
to be tuberculosis found in an Egyptian mummy almost 3,000 years old. Greek physician
Hippocrates called what he found in the mummy phthisis, which means, “to waste away.” Most
scientists believe this was a very early form of the TB disease because the physicians in recent
times called TB the consumption disease because of the physical effects on your body
(Tuberculosis pg. 1).

An infected person who coughs or sneezes, spreads tuberculosis. The particles that are
released into the air then travel into someone else lungs and in result infect them. This usually
happens with family members, or co-workers. In the United States, this disease is no longer a
threat. We have stronger immune systems, so our bodies can fight off the infection. In third
world counties, they are not quite as lucky. Most people who are at risk for the infection live in
dirty communities and their immune systems are very weak. Also those who have HIV/AIDS are
at an even higher risk for becoming infected. There are drugs that will heal the body of the

infection, but because the TB mutates so often it is difficult to stop the virus all together. Most

drugs only work for one strand of the infection (Nobelprize pg. 1)



2) What are the positions of the sides affected by the Issues?

The World Heath Organization estimates that 2 billion people are infected with TB, that
is one-third of the total population of the earth. Also 9 million new TB cases are reported each
year, and about 30 million people die from it each year. Although this number is extremely high
it is likely to be higher do to that fact that many deaths in affected countries go undocumented
(WHO pg. 1). Infants, young children and the elderly are more likely to become infected by the
disease, because their immune systems are weaker and they cannot fight it off. This disease has
hit South Africa the hardest; there are more new cases each year in Sub-Sahara Africa than in
anywhere else. This is because of the extremely poor living conditions and lack of appropriate
heath care. The disease attacks the lungs first, and then it moves to other parts of the body. Once
infected by TB the body becomes very weak and slowly starts to wither away. The immune
system becomes weaker and weaker leaving the body open for attacks from other diseases
(Tuberculosis pg. 1).

Drugs are a valuable and usually free, but most people who are affected live outside of the
city and out of walking distance of a hospital or clinic. Making the drugs free is great but if they
have no money to travel to the clinic they have no way to receive the drug. Also many adults are
infected and then later pass it on to their children, most mother wish they had known sooner and
could have prevented their children from being infected by the disease (Effects of Tuberculosis

on Children pg. 1).

3) Who are the key people or leaders on each side?
Tuberculosis is a wide spread disease and effects so many people in so many parts of the

world. The World Health organization had been a huge part of getting the word out about TB,



Right now WHO is endorsing a fast-acting test for TB. While it normally takes 3 months to find
out if you are positive for TB, this new test will take just hours. WHO working to supply testing
materials to clinics and hospitals all over the world. WHO is also working with drug
manufacturers to reduce the price of this drug by 75%. WHO also partners with an organization
called the Stop TB Partnership (WHO Endorses pg. 1)

Stop TB is working to eradicate TB by 2015. On April 1*, 2011 at the 20" Stop TB
Partnership Board meeting the administrator of the US Agency for International Development
and other global health leaders spoke at the opening ceremonies. With much discussion and
input from those leaders STOP TB had decided to “renew the Memorandum of Understanding
between the Stop TB Partnership and UNAIDS; improving technical assistance to countries
through TB TEAM,; and decentralizing and regionalizing the activities of the Green Light
Committee (which assists countries in procuring and properly treating patients with second-line
TB drugs).” This means that Stop TB will continue to partner with large organization to continue
the growth of their organization and will work together with government officials and other

organizations to wipe out TB forever (Mandelbaum-Schmid pg. 1)

4) How do history and culture affect the issue?

Tuberculosis has been around throughout human history with Egyptian mummies from as
far back as 2,400 BC showing signs of Tuberculosis infection (TB History). The ancient Greeks
knew tuberculosis as phthisis, a condition which almost always resulted in the death of those
suffering from it (TB History).

In western medicine, Tuberculosis was not classified as a distinct condition with defined

symptoms until the 1600s, when Franciscus Sylvius published a description of its effects on the



lungs of infected patients (TB History). Tuberculosis was first linked to bacteria in 1720 by
Benjamin Marten, an English doctor who noted that prolonged exposure to an infected person
could lead to infection (TB History).

The first means of treating the disease was to isolate the patients in a healthy climate and
allow them to rest (TB History). This treatment was discovered by Hermann Brehmer, an Italian
botanist who was cured while on an expedition to the Himalayas in the mid 1800s (TB History).
The development of a truly effective cure began in 1939 with the discovery of a certain fungus
which inhibited bacterial growth (TB History). By 1940, the fungus was developed into an
antibiotic that was effective against Tuberculosis; however, it was too toxic for use on humans
(TB History). It wasn’t until 1944 that a successful drug was developed and tested which was
able to successfully cure Tuberculosis (TB History).

Culturally, Tuberculosis continues to be a source of stigma. In many of the countries where
the disease is prevalent, people are often ill informed on the causes of Tuberculosis and how it is
spread (Soma). In Sub-Saharan Africa, Tuberculosis is also associated with HIV and Aids and as
a result victims there suffer additional stigma (Soma). Those suffering from Tuberculosis are
often ostracized and are frequently discriminated against in marriage and employment (Soma).
The stigma has harmed efforts to eradicate the disease because people fear to seek treatment for

fear that their condition will be exposed (Soma).

5) How does the regional economic system affect the issue?
One of the major aspects of the problem of Tuberculosis is that of economics. Many of the
countries where it is prevalent are less developed and have high poverty rates, exacerbating the

problems caused by the disease (Ahn). According to the World Health Organization (WHO),



Tuberculosis is most prevalent in Sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia, areas which contain
some of the world’s poorest nations (WHO Factsheet). WHO reports that the incidence of
Tuberculosis is 20 times higher in low income countries than it high income ones (WHO
Factsheet). According to data from the CIA World Factbook and WHO, the average GDP per
capita of countries considered to have a high burden of Tuberculosis is $3,900, well below the
global average of $11,000 (CIA).

Those in poverty face an increased vulnerability to Tuberculosis and other diseases
compared to the population as whole, due to unsanitary living conditions, overcrowding, lack of
good nutrition, poor working conditions as well as infections of other diseases such as HIV and
Aids (Ahn). A WHO study in the Philippines found that Tuberculosis rates among the urban poor
were four times higher than those not living in poverty, and in San Francisco and London the
Tuberculosis rate was ten times higher among the homeless population (Ahn).

Those living in poverty are frequently unable to gain access to adequate treatment (Ahn).
Often affected people are unable to afford treatment because of low wages and an inability to
work due to the Tuberculosis (Ahn). Another barrier that exists preventing the poor from seeking
treatment is that often those living in rural areas are forced to travel over long distances in order

to obtain treatment which is often difficult or impossible for them to do (Ahn).

6) How does the system of government affect the issue?

One area of concern in the effort to combat Tuberculosis is that of the governments of
countries where the disease is prevalent. These governments are often too poor to be able to fund
Tuberculosis treatments and are frequently rife with corruption.

Many countries with a high incidence of Tuberculosis are unable to afford funding for



Tuberculosis treatment and as result they are dependent on external sources of funding (Global
Tuberculosis Control). Fifteen of the twenty-two countries considered by the World Health
Organization to have a high burden of Tuberculosis cases derive at least 40% of their
Tuberculosis control funding from external sources (Global Tuberculosis Control).

The reliance on external sources in affected countries creates opportunities for government
officials to steal aid money. Many of the high-burden countries also have problems with
corruption, according to the 2010 Corruption Percentage Index published by Transparency
International (Corruption Percentage Index). The index examines data from 178 countries and
assigns each a score from between 10 (highly clean) and 0 (highly corrupt) (Corruption
Percentage Index). The average score of the 22 high-burden countries listed by the World Health
Organization is 2.6 with none scoring higher than 4.5 (Corruption Percentage Index).

Because of the high amount of corruption in these countries, money meant to treat
Tuberculosis is often stolen. In 2008 the World Bank uncovered “serious incidents of fraud and
corruption” in several projects it was funding in India to treat Tuberculosis and other diseases
(BBC). In 2011 in was revealed that two thirds of the $21 billion Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria had ended up stolen, with donated drugs often being sold on the black

market (Heilprin).

7) How are the people affected by the issue responding to it?

According to the World Health Organization in 2005, nearly one-third of the world’s
population is infected with TB. In regions such as Southeast Asia and Pacific, nearly one million
deaths occur. TB kills almost four people worldwide ever minute and 1,000 people every day,

and 100 of those deaths are children under the age of eight. The most populated countries that



report TB are Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Myanmar and Thailand; in all of these countries, TB
causes the most deaths. In these regions, TB sends many self-sustaining families into poverty.
(Asia. 2005) If the person who supports the family is infected with TB, he or she will lose their
job automatically.

TB accounts for almost one-third of AIDS deaths worldwide. If you are infected with TB
you are most likely to infect another fifteen people around you in just one year. Most people who
are affected by this disease cannot afford medical help. (Asia. 2005) There are organizations that
are trying to provide the right drugs and vaccines countries that can not afford them, but that can
only do so much. Since TB has so many forms that some drugs can not treat; families that have
more than one person affected may not be able to use the same drugs as another person affected

with TB.

8) How is the rest of the world responding to your issue?

Stoptb.org has become an active member in trying to cancel out TB. Their plan is to
educate people on TB and then give out new drugs and vaccines to those who have it. Most
people in third-world countries do not know how TB is spread, and what they can do to treat it.
Even if they do know how to diagnose TB, it is hard to get the right drugs to treat it because they
are either too expensive or cannot get them in their region. Stoptb.org has been working on this
project since 2006, and has a new plan out this year that will run through 2015, (stoptb.org)

The 2011 World TB Day campaign is focused on individuals around the world who have
who have found new ways of stopping TB and can serve as an inspiration to others.
(worldtbday.org.) It recognizes people who have research aimed at developing new diagnostics

for drugs or vaccines, operational research that is aimed at making TB care more effective and



efficient, new approaches to helping people gain access to TB diagnosis and treatment, novel
partnerships between actors in the fight against TB advances in integrating TB care into health
systems, new approaches to providing support from members of the community to people affect

by TB, and innovative ways of raising awareness about TB. (worldtbday.org.)

9) What does your group recommended as a response to the issue?

Our group supports the efforts in stopping TB. We can help eliminate this disease by
helping educate the people it affects, their families, communities, and the world. Supplying
more clinics in areas of the world that are more affected then others. Transpiration is another
way we can provide treatment in lower income areas. Also making drugs more accessible and
cheaper can help stop TB. This disease affects many people, and if we eliminate TB, then we can
go on to bigger and better things. If we can figure out how to defeat TB, then can we stop other

major diseases and infections like malaria, polio, AIDS, and many others.
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What is the issue?

Haiti’s sanitation and water issues existed before the January 2010 earthquake rocked
the nation. In 2008, Haiti had the world’s 11" worst sanitation facilities and has been
chronically under-developed. Prior to the earthquake, only 20% of the population even had
access to a toilet. Access to safe water, at this same time, was available to less than 70% of the
individuals living in cities or less than half of the total Haitian population. In Thomassique, Haiti,
less than 40% of the homes have access to water and in the outlying villages it is less than 15%;
even fewer have access to sanitation facilities.

The current sanitation issues have caused wide-spread epidemics of water-borne
diseases, especially cholera. As of February 1, 2011, about 172,000 cases of cholera had been
confirmed, with more than half requiring the hospitalization of the patient. The death toll from
cholera in Haiti since the major outbreak began last fall had reached 3650 individuals.
Information regarding the cholera epidemic in Thomassique, Haiti, the example community
used throughout this briefing, reported that as of November 27, 2010, over 150 people had
been infected and 14 individuals had died. The population of Thomassique and the surrounding
area is about 65,000 people.

Cholera is caused by the ingestion of the bacterium Vibrio cholerae which only results
from ingestion of contaminated water or food sources. Food and water sources become
contaminated with human feces which are infected with the cholera bacterium. This can occur
as the bacteria lies dormant for long periods in water which might be used for drinking;

uncomposted fertilizer manures and irrigation practices can also spread this to crops.



What are the positions of the sides affected by this issue?

The people of Haiti, and especially of Thomassique, who are suffering from a lack of
water or from unclean water sources want to have clean water, however they are unable to
afford it because of the severe poverty. The people value the water that is available; they will
share and give away water during times of crisis, such as when the pipeline has been shut
down.

The individuals who are in control of the pipeline often shut down the pipeline for no
reason except for their own political ambitions. They use this to control the people to a certain
extent and/or to spread fear among the population.

The government of Haiti, who should be providing clean water to the people, has not
taken a major role in the matter. The government does not view making clean water sources a
priority. Also, the cost of clean water is more than the Haitian government can really afford.
Who are the key people and/or leaders on each side?

In the case of action being taken on the water issue in Haiti, it has been largely a local
effort led by local officials, such as the local priest instead of the national government. In
Thomassique, over 35 years ago Father Mark installed the water pipeline from another town
over 17 miles away. After his death the locals and new priest took over control and they have
often shut down the water supply at times, especially during the cholera season. It is largely
the work of missionaries and other aid organizations in trying to make an impact on the issue.

There is no real national establishment that deals with water and sanitation issues in
Haiti, which has largely resulted in the inactivity of the national government, and is the reason

why there is no real leader in addressing the water crisis.



How do history and culture affect the issue?

The history of Haiti has been formed by foreign nations and plagued with political
instability. Since gaining independence in 1804, the nation of Haiti has been plagued by
dictatorial rulers; mainly the generals of the slave armies who led the early regimes and kept
the education, wealth, and power to themselves. But with power comes greed; between 1888
and 1915, no Haitian president completed his constitutional seven-year term. Ten were killed
or overthrown, seven alone in the four years of United States occupation starting in 1915.

One of the worst regimes in Haiti’s history was under the rule of Francois “Papa Doc”
Duvalier and his son Jean-Claude. Francois, a doctor who served as a rural administrator of a
United States funded program, was elected president in 1957. Instead of helping the black
majority, he made changes to the constitution to keep himself in power, created an elite
Presidential Guard loyal only to him, and created a militia whose brutality terrified the
population. Duvalier’s regime was marked by terror, corruption, and extremes of wealth and
poverty. Duvalier's son, Jean-Claude, took over his father’s regime following his death in 1971
and continued his father’s oppressive rule via arbitrary imprisonment and torture. But
opposition from young Haitians and church followers angered by the poverty and suffering
forced Jean-Claude to flee in 1986.

The water situation troubling Haiti has not been solved as fast because of the corrupt
nature of Haiti’s past leaders. They have left Haiti in a state of poverty with no one to lead the
people in improving in the situation. Many of Haiti’s ruler’s were corrupt and greedy and
constantly ignored the people’s needs and never solved the poverty issue that could have

possibly solved this water issue by now.



How does the regional economic system affect the issue?

Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, two-thirds of Haitians are
dependent on agriculture, and they are vulnerable to damage from natural disasters. Haiti’s
main trading partner is the United States, eighty-four percent of their exports go to the U.S.,
and fifty-two percent of their imports come from the U.S. Two reasons that Haitian citizens
struggle to have enough water are that they cannot afford it and the country of Haiti is not
wealthy enough to build a desalination plant

Since Haiti is one of the poorest countries in the world, they have a major need for fresh
water to drink, which is not contaminated. Many people cannot afford to buy bottled water, or
put in a well. 1t costs about US$5,000 or more to buy and install a well in Haiti. About 78% of
Haitians live on less than US$2 per day which makes safe water too costly to purchase;
therefore they are forced to continue gathering water from whatever sources they can find,
often being “garbage-filled.”

Another way Haiti could be able to have plenty of fresh water is to pump water from the
ocean, but Haiti being the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere cannot even come close
to funding a desalination plant. The cost of building a plant to complete this task is around
USS300 million.

Haiti’s poor economical state is a major reason why they do not have much drinkable
water and cannot purify the contaminated water that they do have. Not very many people are
able to afford wells, and the government is not wealthy enough to construct a desalination
plant or install massive amounts of wells. Economics are a large reason why Haiti is in a

desperate need of fresh water that is not contaminated.



How does the system of government affect the issue?

Officially, Haiti is a semi-presidential republic but many of Haiti’s rulers have often
practiced authoritarian power in their rule.

The government of Haiti, much like the United States, consists of three branches of
government: the Executive Branch, Legislative Branch, and Judicial Branch. The Executive
Branch is made of two parts: the President and the Prime Minister. The current president is
Rene Preval but this is likely to change in April of 2011, if election results are validated for
Michel Joseph Martelly who won the presidential elections on April 4, 2011. The Prime
Minister, Jean-Max Bellerive, elected in 2009, is appointed by the President and ratified by the
National Assembly. The Prime Minister appoints lower ministers and goes to the National
Assembly to obtain votes for his declaration of general policy. Both the President and the
Prime Minister are responsible for national defense.

The Legislative branch consists of the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate. The Judicial
branch consists of a Supreme Court and assisted by local and civil courts. The Administration of
Judges (also known as the AQJ) program, with help from the United States, has trained new
judges and prosecutors and during its period of tenure provided free legal assistance for
thousands of impoverished Haitians and helped obtain the release of hundreds of people
detained without trial.

Although the country’s constitution is modeled off of the United States’, corruption has
often plagued Haiti’s rulers. Between 1986 and 1988, five governments succeeded each other,
a period plagﬁed with repeated massacres of citizens exercising their rights. And despite the

successful efforts of the AOJ, Haiti’s judicial system remains severely troubled with a lack of



modern facilities, properly trained officials, and resources. The current water issue plaguing
Haiti could be solved easily, but a history of corrupt leaders has left little trust and cooperation
between the Executive branch and the people of Haiti.

Government involvement is limited, but where some involvement is being seen
primarily occurs on the local level, such as in Thomassique, Haiti. In this case, local leaders have
come together to form a cholera commission in order to try and control the cholera outbreak
and response. However, the government is playing a limited role; it is largely the efforts of the
leaders in service roles such as health, education, and religion combining somewhat with the
water leaders and police.

How are the people affected responding? How much power do they have in responding?

In 2009, the government began to try to address the issue of water and sanitation with
the creation of a new regulatory authority, DINEPA (acronym translated into English title: The
National Directorate of Water Supply and Sanitation), but this program was just beginning to
get underway at the time of the earthquake. With the new circumstances created by the
earthquake, the Red Cross and other aid organizations are working hand-in-hand with DINEPA
to deliver a three-year water strategy with more and more transfer of power to DINEPA,
although limited involvement has been seen from DINEPA.

Unfortunately, there is not much that an individual can do to protect themselves from
contracting cholera except by the presence of clean and safe water for drinking and also
appropriate sanitation facilities and good hygiene. The high poverty levels, examined in earlier
sections of this document, prevent most Haitians from being able to access safe water and

sanitation facilities.



For a case study look into the village of Thomassique, Haiti, the information provided by
medical missionaries on the ground, through their blog, is insightful. The Dansereau’s report on
the breakage of the water pipe which brings water into their village and what it means for the
people who live there. They express their concern over the poverty which does not allow the
people to be able to afford bottled water, but instead forces them to the local river, which is
the same river used for bathing, washing motorcycles, and has many animals in and around it.
Also, the water that comes into the community through the pipe is not safe for drinking itself; it
still needs to be purified to ensure safety. They also share the frustration of not being able to
count on issues being resolved and fixed as fast as anyone claims they will be and they cite the
inadequacy of what is provided.

How is the rest of the world responding?

Although some charity and non-governmental organizations were working on water and
sanitation projects in Haiti prior to the earthquake there has been a new wave of outpouring
and attention since the earthquake hit in January 2010. Organizations such as the Red Cross
and Red Crescent have stepped in to help as well as UNICEF (also known as the United Nation’s
Children’s Fund) helping to co-chair the effort with the Haitian government.

Even though there is a strong presence of organizations working in Haiti currently, this
does not relate to overall effectiveness and achievement. An article printed in Global Issues
highlights the “failures” or struggles of differing organizations. One such organization is the
Catholic Relief Services which had just spent $30 million out of $140 million raised as of
October 2010. This article also speaks of the struggle in effectively working on water projects at

current by these larger organizational attempts. Many of the struggles deal with larger



overarching issues such as still housing individuals in essentially tent cities, where poor
sanitation is only magnified and lack of governmental structure.

Other donors are taking an individualized, localized approach which seems to be
working with success. One such case is in Thomassique, where a group of college students
from Concordia University Nebraska, and church congregational members from Seward,
Nebraska and surrounding areas have adopted this local project with overarching support from
the LCMS World Missions and Human Care agency. They have been working closely with local
Haitian leaders to ensure the project’s success and that gains have been made. They have been
able to purchase ground and begin to dig a well, which will serve as a source of clean water.
There are also plans to build more wells in the future in this community as well as other
developmental work. Their work is continuous, for example, a group of students from
Concordia is heading to Thomassique the second week of May 2011 to do more work and one
of their project will be to test the water.

The recommendations of the authors in response to the water and cholera issue in Haiti...

The recommendations of the authors are to first and foremost begin work on
developing sources of clean, safe water for use in hygiene, consumption, and bathing. After
this becomes established work can be made on proper sanitation facilities. While working on
these projects personal hygiene and safe cooking practices should be taught hand-in-hand.
These three items will significantly lower the cholera issue as well as providing a safe, long-term
solution to the water crisis.

As far as the best way to accomplish this goal, it seems a localized, multi-faceted,

committed approach is the best method. Although it may sound nice for a government or



organization to come swooping in, the limited success and lack of working with the local
government and leaders seem to negate the effectiveness and financial costs. Therefore, it is
the opinion of the authors that individuals find a way to be personally involved with their aid or
that they work with someone who is personally involved which helps create a sense of
commitment and accountability, such as what has been done in Thomassique, Haiti. The work
that has already been done in digging wells in Thomassique through the local approach that has
been taken has actively involved the local citizens. Also, important to this strategy is the
education that takes place in teaching the people about how to maintain the well as well as
sanitation practices around the well area. In his email to the board members residing in the
states, Lunice (one of the two school board members who reside in Thomassique}, states that
the second community well committee went very well and they cannot wait to see how pro-
active the community will be in maintaining that project. Thomassique can serve as a great
working example of what an effective implementation of a water project in Haiti can and
should look like. It is the hope of the authors that success stories like Thomassique will soon be

heard across Haiti.
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