
 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

 

I. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:  ENG – 391  Children’s Literature 

 

II. ACADEMIC CREDIT:  Semester Hours:  3 

 

III. COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

A study of literature for children from picture books to elementary-age works.  Methods of 

presenting literature for enjoyment and enlargement of experiences.  Prerequisites:  Eng 201 

and upper-level standing or permission of department chair. 

 

IV. PLACE OF COURSE IN THE EXISTING CURRICULUM: 

Required: 

 B.S. Ed-English As Second Language Comprehensive Subject major 

Optional: 

 B.S. Ed – Public 

 B.A. - English major 

 B.A. - Literature minor 

 

V. COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 

A. Goals:   

1.  This course attempts to acquaint teacher candidates and other students with a large 

number of excellent, age-appropriate books for children in eight to ten major 

genres.  Poetry and books that reflect cultural and ethnic diversity receive special 

emphasis. 

2. Teacher candidates will learn how to use children’s literature for enjoyment and in 

the content areas in their teaching, and will be able to provide leadership in the 

selection of books for classroom and school libraries.  They will become aware of 

professional resources that will enable them to continue learning about new books 

for children after entering the profession. 

 

B. Objectives:  Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate an awareness of the broad range of literature for children in the major 

genres.  (LR7) 

2. Give evidence of having read and enjoyed a wide variety of children’s books.  

(LR7) 

3. Use a set of criteria for the selection of excellent literature for children in each of 

the major genres.  (T5, LR7) 

4. Identify age appropriate literature for children.  (T6, T9, LD1) 

5. Select books for children that appropriately reflect cultural and ethnic diversity.  

(LD1, LR4) 

6. Use basic professional resources for reviewing children’s books.  (T5, LR7) 

7. Use both print and Internet resources for obtaining information about authors and 

illustrators of children’s books.  (T5, LR7) 

8. Use various ways of sharing literature with children.  (LD1, LD2) 



 

 

9. Identify the various awards that are presented in the field of children’s literature.  

(LR7) 

 

VI. CONTENT: 

A.  The Story of Children’s Literature (history)  (LR7) 

B. Children Reading Literature (the child)  (T6) 

C. Picture Books  (LR7) 

D. Poetry and Verse (LR7) 

E. Folklore (LR7) 

F. Fantasy and Science Fiction  (LR7) 

G. Contemporary Realistic Fiction (LR7) 

H. Historical Fiction  (LR7) 

I. Biography  (LR7) 

J. Nonfiction/Information (LR7) 

K. Cultural Diversity and Children’s Books  (LR4) 

L. Implementing a Literature Curriculum  (LD1, LD3) 

M. Reading Aloud to Children  (T6, LD1, LD2, LD8) 

N. Storytelling and Booktalking  (LD1, LD2, LD8) 

O. Book Selection Criteria  (LR7) 

P. Basic Awards  (LR7) 

Q. Resources  (LR7) 

 

VII. METHODOLOGY: 

A. Whole class discussion  (LD2, LD8) 

B. Partner and/or small group discussion (LD2, LD5, LD8) 

C. Videos  (LD7) 

D. Reading aloud  (LD2, LD5) 

E. Storytelling and other invitations to reading  (LD2) 

F. Library orientation tour:  resources  (LR5, LR7) 

G. Student presentations on major author or illustrator  (LD1, LD2, LR7) 

H. Student book talks  (LD1, LD2, LR7) 

I. Outside interaction with children, involving observation and recording of children’s 

reading preferences and reading responses  (LD2, LD8) 

J. Making a card file of books from each genre for reference in professional life  (T5, T6, 

T9, LD1, LD2, LR2, LR7) 

K. Making a card file of poetry to be used with children  (T6, LD1) 

L. Participating in the Plum Creek Children’s Literacy Festival  (T5, T9, LD1, LD2, LD8, 

LR5, LR7) 

 

VIII. STUDENT ROLES: 

The student will: 

A. Attend class regularly.  (see Attendance Policy) 

B. Rean Cullinan text as assigned, with reading to be completed prior to the first class 

period of the week for which it was assigned.  (T5, LR7) 

C. Participate in class discussions relevant to assigned readings from the Cullinan text.  

(T5, T6, T9, LD1, LD2, LR2, LR7) 

D. Read children’s books voraciously!  (LD1, LR7) 



 

 

E. Read at least seven books from each of the genres/categories specified, with at least 

three in each genre being non-picture books.  (LD1, LR7) 

F. Make a card file (4”x6”) of books read, following format/guidelines given by professor.  

(T5, T6, T9, LD1, LD2, LR2 LR7) 

G. Read as widely as possible from the works of one major author or illustrator (chosen in 

class), giving a presentation in class reflective of your reading experience or writing a 

paper reflective of your reading experience.  THIS WILL BE DONE IN THE FIRST 

HALF OF THE SEMESTER.  (LD1, LD2, LR7) 

H. Research one book in depth, including reviews from major sources.  Give a book talk 

on that book.  THIS WILL BE DONE IN THE LAST HALF OF THE SEMESTER.  

(T5, LD1, LD2, LR7) 

I. Establish a personal card file (4”x6” or 5”x8”) of poetry so you will have poems at your 

fingertips for convenient use.  (See Cullinan Ch. 4)  File should contain a minimum of 

25 poems.  (T6, LD1) 

J. Interact with at least one child about books.  (LD2, LD8) 

K. Take part in a professional development activity at Concordia: The Plum Creek 

Children’s Literacy Festival.  (T5, T9, LD1, LD2, LD8, LR5, LR7) 

L. Take a comprehensive Final Examination.  (T5, LD2, LR7) 

 

IX. EVALUATION: 

Evaluation is based on each student’s performance relating to course requirements (see 

Student Roles).  Individual reading is a significant part of the course.  A variety of titles 

representing the basic genres must be included, and a neat, extensive card file of the books 

read is the responsibility of each student.  Students are responsible for the quality of their 

selections of books, thus book selection is emphasized experientially.  Both quality and 

quantity of class participation are evaluated.  Student presentations are evaluated according 

to criteria developed in part by the class.  A comprehensive Final Examination is given.  

(T5, T6, LD1, LD2, LR7) 
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