#1. Undergraduate Program Assessment Plan: Student Outcomes

To be completed by Departments and submitted by the Department Chair to the Assessment Committee Chair.
	Department: ECTA

	Members involved with development of Program Assessment Plan: Student Outcomes - 
Bruce Creed, Erica Lamm, Lisa Ashby, Bryan Moore, Laurie ZumHofe, Dan Thurber, Tobin Beck, Joy Johnson, Gabe Haley


	Student Outcome: What student outcome will be assessed? (Must be taken from departmental rubric – outcomes should represent the absolute priorities for learning- students must be able to do [this] when they finish our program).
Students will use appropriate source material to write and publicly present a research-based project that meets the standards of their discipline of study and effectively adapts to their audience.  

	Background: What factors caused you to choose this particular assessment outcome? If you chose this outcome because of a perceived problem, please explain.

Planning, developing, and executing public presentations in which course concepts are researched is integral to successful communication. Currently, our students’ progress in this area has not been measured.  


	Question: What specific question(s) are you attempting to answer through this assessment?  There may be more than one question, but no more than three.

Are students able to plan, develop, and execute a researched presentation for a specific audience?


	Methodology: 

1. OBJECT to be collected – presentation outlines and the oral presentation
a. Show development and structure of topic, argument, knowledge of audience
b. See the assessment rubric, below. (Note:  this rubric draft may be slightly modified in order to accommodate all of our courses/assignments prior to use.)  
2. Data will be collected from class assignments 

	Analysis of Artifacts: PERFORMANCE CRITERIA* - Professors Lamm, Ashby, and Creed will score presentation outlines and oral presentations independently and rate them on a scale of quality from 1-10, with 10 = all elements present and appropriate for audience, and anything below 5 being unacceptable.  All members of the department will review the results and use them for program assessment and improvement.  
The department will set a self-imposed “department passing grade” standard related to the number of artifacts that achieve a score above an 8 on the rubric. 

	

	Submitted by:                                                                   Date:
Bruce Creed                                                                      10.27.14

	Reviewed by the Assessment Committee (Date):  November 2014


	Approved:                            Yes                                            Not Approved:

	Department Chair notified/additional action:



Presentation of Information Rubric for 2014 Assessment

Speaker______________________________ Speech_____________________________

THESIS _____/2


Thesis is communicated clearly 


Thesis is sufficiently narrowed and defined 


Terminology is defined 
Topic Development _____/1


Topic is suited to audience 


Details/ Detailed examples are given 
ORGANIZATION _____/2

Organizational pattern is appropriate for the topic 


Transitions and signposts are evident 
SUPPORT _____/2

Supporting materials include scholarly sources 

Oral citations are clear 


Sources of support give balanced, clear reasoning to the speech


Response to the audience’s need for information


Creation of information hunger 
CRITICAL THINKING AND CONTENT _____/2


Critical thinking tests are applied to both topic and sources 


Language reflects awareness of audience attitudes 


Message is tailored to audience’s values, attitudes, and context 


Content is well developed and considers all sides of the issue 


Reasoning is logical – no argumentative fallacies present 


Correct pronunciation of difficult words, concepts, and names
PERFORMANCE _____/1


Vocal variety (volume and clarity) are used to create and sustain interest 


Body postures and gestures are appropriate and not distracting 


Grammar and pronunciation are clear and appropriate 


PowerPoint/handouts/electronic devices are used properly


Visual aids are visible, legible, and support and extend the speech


Audience is given ample time to process visual aids
Comments
POINT TOTALS _______/ 10   Time _____:_____

