#1. Undergraduate Program Assessment Plan: Student Outcomes – Gen Ed
To be completed by Departments and submitted by the Department Chair to the BlackBoard Assessment Site.
	Department: dDepartment of Intercultural Studies and Modern Languages


	General Education Committee has selected the following area for the 2014-2015 assessment cycle:  
Knowledge: to gain a base level of knowledge in core disciplines 


	General Education Committee has selected the following Student Outcome for the 2014 – 2015 assessment cycle: 
The student will be able to gain a broad understanding of key concepts.


	General Education Committee:  Background: What factors caused the committee to choose this particular assessment outcome? If this outcome was selected because of a perceived problem, please explain. 

The committee selected this outcome based upon two criteria, 1) it is broad enough that each department can collect artifacts for direct assessment, and 2) students acquiring knowledge across numerous disciplines is a key goal of our general education curriculum.


	Department: What student outcome will the department assess that addresses: “The student will be able to gain a broad understanding of key concepts?” General education students will demonstrate understanding of question formation by the end of a year of language instruction. 


	Department:  What specific question(s) are you attempting to answer through assessing this student outcome? What are you trying to find out? There may be more than one question, but no more than three.

Grammatical question formation is a basic component of communicative competence.  We want to know whether students have acquired an understanding of this component by the end of the gen ed course requirement.  Collecting data on mastery of question formation will help us determine how well students are acquiring this important knowledge in the earliest courses we offer in our language programs.


	Methodology: 

1. OBJECT* - What data (i.e. artifact, exam score, detailed description of assignment) will be collected?  These will be the scores from a test prompt that requires a question as a response; these prompts will occur in the context of a signed exam (ASL 102), written exam (SPAN 102), or oral exam (CHNS 102).  How that prompt will be inserted into the larger exam is at the discretion of the instructor.
a. How does this data address the assessment question?  If students are showing understanding of question formation, then we are assured that they solidly possess that component of communicative competence.
i. Include/attach a description/example of assessment tool to be used.

2. How will data be collected? Individual instructors will include a prompt in an exam in their particular classes that require students to respond by making a question.  The instructors will then score student responses based on the rubric in "Analysis of Artifacts" below.  (Because our department consists of instructors who are not conversant in the languages that are taught by other instructors, we must rely on individual instructors to do this scoring.)  The department chair will collect the scores--without student names attached--from the individual instructors and present them to the department as a whole to ascertain the percentage of students who demonstrate understanding of question formation. 


	Analysis of Artifacts: PERFORMANCE CRITERIA* - 
Discuss 1) How the artifacts will be analyzed (attach rubrics/scoring tools if used) The rubric used to assess understanding of question formation for the question formation prompt is as follows:

4  Student forms the question correctly (for SPAN, CHNS, and ASL 102) and without hesitation (in the case of ASL and CHNS 102, which have signed and oral exams, respectively).

3   Student forms question correctly, but with some difficulty.

2   Student makes an attempt to form a question, but does not do so correctly.

1  Student makes no attempt to form a question.


 
              2) How you will know if it is good? (i.e. score required by % of students).  If more than 90% of the students in each 102 class have received a "3" or higher on their response to the question-forming exam prompt, then this will give ensure for us that question formation is being addressed effectively in the lower-level language classes offered by our department.
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