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	Student Outcome: What student outcome from the departmental matrix will be assessed? (It is suggested that you cut and paste directly from the matrix. Clarify if the student outcome has a more specific focus than the broader outcome. Outcomes should represent the absolute priorities for learning- students must be able to do [this] when they finish our program).
State as follows:  Students should be able to [action verb] [something]. 
Students will be able to craft a paper that includes a clear thesis, appropriate structure, correct grammar, and proper citations.


	Background: What factors caused you to choose this particular assessment outcome? If you chose this outcome because of a perceived problem, please explain.
During the 2014-15 academic year our department assessed the following:

Can students analyze information relating to a specific topic?

Can students synthesize information relating to a specific topic?

Can students create a report demonstrating analysis and synthesis of information?

We collected writing artifacts from two courses and applied a rubric.  We realized that many of our students can analyze and synthesize information but struggle with writing.  Our executive summary stated the following:

"These results demonstrate that there is room for improvement in relation to research and writing.  We     would again like to assess similar writing assigments next year after adjusting our teaching methods.  More pointedly, teaching correct citation methods, requiring revisions, and demonstrating how to organize a research paper into correct sections with headings are all specific goals for improvement.  We believe students can synthesize information but have difficulty transferring that information to a cohesive paper."



	Question: What specific question(s) are you attempting to answer through assessing this student outcome? (What are you trying to find out? There may be more than one question, but no more than three.)
1. Can students clearly articulate a thesis?

2. Can students write a paper that is professionally structured with a clear introduction, body, and conclusion, individual paragraphs with topic sentences and supporting sentences, and nearly free of grammatical and spelling errors?
3. Can students corrrectly cite sources using the assigned format? 


	Methodology: 

1. OBJECT* - What data (i.e. artifact, exam score, detailed description of assignment) will be collected?      Research papers will be collected from PS 211: Global Issues and Hist 334: Early and Medieval Christianity
a. How does this data address the assessment question? The expectations for these papers include all the outcomes listed above. 
i. Include/attach a description/example of assessment tool to be used.

2. How will data be collected? Research papers will be collected during the fall 2016 and spring 2017 semesters.


	Analysis of Artifacts: PERFORMANCE CRITERIA* - Discuss: 
1) How the artifacts will be analyzed (attach rubrics/scoring tools if used):   Papers will be analyzed using the attached rubric.
 2) How you will know if it is good (i.e. score required by % of students):  Our goal is to have 80% of the students at the "Exellent" level for each category on the rubric.
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