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S AT U R DAY,  O C TO B E R  1 4

9 A.M.-12 P.M. Exhibitor Set Up
Janzow Campus Center

1 P.M. Live Stream Bulldog Football vs. Hastings 
Auditorium, Thom Leadership Education Center

3-4 P.M. Registration 
Janzow Campus Center
Exhibitor Booths Open
Janzow Campus Center 

4 - 5:30 P.M. Welcome: Keynote 
Rev. Dr. Justin Hannemann CEO 
Therapist: GracePoint Institute for Relational Health
Chapel, Weller Hall

5:30 - 6:15 P.M. Worship
Rev. Dr. John Genter, Theology Department, Concordia University
Chapel, Weller Hall 

6:30 P.M. GPLEC Social
Heavy Appetizers Sponsored by CUNE Alumni Association 
Bottle Rocket Brewing, Seward

S U N DAY,  O C TO B E R  1 5

8:30 – 9 A.M. Final Registration
Janzow Campus Center

9 – 10 A.M. Welcome: Keynote – Dr. Bernard Bull 
President of Concordia University, Nebraska
Chapel, Weller Hall

10 - 10:30 A.M. Coffee Break 

10 A.M. – 5 P.M. Exhibitor Booths Open
Janzow Campus Center

On behalf of the Board of Regents, faculty, staff, and 
the entire Concordia community, welcome to Concordia 
University, Nebraska, for this inaugural Great Plains 
Lutheran Educators Conference! 
 
We are delighted to partner with you in creating what 
I pray will be a rich, rewarding, immersive, inspiring, 
and meaning-rich time of encouragement, learning, 
and “iron sharpening iron”--grounded in God’s Word 
and expressed in a shared passion for God at work in 
Lutheran education.
 
What a joy and honor it is to be part of God’s good and 
vital work in Lutheran education:
 
Sharing and proclaiming the Gospel to students and 
families who do not yet know Jesus,
Standing alongside and supporting parents in their 
vocation of the faith formation of their daughters and 
sons, helping to prepare a future generation of servant 
leaders, people of Christian conviction, character, 
courage, and compassion, and
Embarking on the challenging but joyous work of 
equipping a generation of young people whom God will 
use to be a blessing to their future families, churches, 
communities, workplaces, and the world.

Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel, for 
choosing to be an engaged and contributing part of 
this event, and for your continued service in Lutheran 
education. Please know that all of us at Concordia are 
excited and committed to standing alongside you: 
supporting, encouraging, praying, and perpetually 
exploring how we can help amplify your impact in the 
lives of young people and their families. 
 
Together in His service,

Dr. Bernard Bull
President and Lifelong Lutheran Educator 
Concordia University, Nebraska
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10:30-11 :30 A.M. SECTIONAL ONE

The Scholastic Book Fair
Thom 113

Track: Elementary/ECE
Thom Leadership Education Center

3 Quick and Easy Hands-On Lessons for Elementary Science Classes
Chris Deeter, Jeff Rickords, Lyle Ziems
Thom 001

Play: Its Place in K-2 Best Practices
Dr. Annette Anschutz
Thom 111A

5 Littles…
Rhonda Henschen
Thom 111B

Track: High School/Middle School/DCE
Dunklau Center for Science, Math and Business

Learning to See Images
Dr. Amy Stradtmann
Dunklau 109

Picking and Producing a School Play
Bryan Moore
Dunklau 123

Teaching Essential Business and Math Skills with Stock Market Challenge Games
Logan Ryan
Dunklau 142

Enduring Faith Religion Curriculum Overview
Lisa Krenz
Dunklau 143

Track: All Audiences
Thom Leadership Education Center

Strategies for Classroom Teachers to Support Mental Health
Dr. Jill Timmons
Thom 005

A Teacher’s Guide to Surviving the Coming AI Apocalypse
Jen Duitsman and Lloyd Sommerer
Thom 101

Bringing Agriculture into the Classroom
Dr. Amanda Hafer
Thom 102

Math Roundtable
Dr. Beth Pester
Thom 104

What is My Role in SAS?
Marli Ockander
Thom 105

Designing a Mentoring Program from Scratch
Brooklyn Schulte and Sean Wieting
Thom 106

Surviving the Trauma in Your Classroom
Erin Seitz
Thom 201

FCS Roundtable
Julie Stahr
Thom 203

Peace at the Center
Dr. Helen Teague
Thom 205

Best Practices for Classroom Management Leadership
Dr. Shanna Opfer
Thom Auditorium

11:30 - 11:45 A.M. T R A N S I T I O N / B R E A K / E X H I B I TO R  B O OT H S
Janzow Campus Center 

11:45 A.M. – 1 P.M. LCMS DISTRICT LUNCHEONS –  BOXED LUNCH
NEBRASKA 
Cattle Conference Room, Janzow Campus Center
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Hall of Fame Room, Walz Human Performance Center
MISSOURI DISTRICT 
Borland Family Collaboration Center, Dunklau Center for 
Science, Math and Business

Guests from other districts are free to join the Nebraska District, 
or pick up your lunch in the Cattle Conference Room and enjoy 
it on the Plaza or Thom Main Street.

1  -  1 : 15  P.M. 	 T R A N S I T I O N / B R E A K / E X H I B I TO R  B O OT H S
Janzow Campus Center
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1 : 15 – 2:15 P.M. SECTIONAL TWO

Track: Elementary/ECE
Thom Leadership Education Center

3 Quick and Easy Hands-On Lessons for Elementary Science Classes
Chris Deeter, Jeff Rickords, Lyle Ziems
Thom 001

The Three Pillars of Success
Dr. Drew Gerdes
Thom 111A

5 Littles…
Rhonda Henschen
Thom 111B

Track: High School/Middle School/DCE
Dunklau Center for Science, Math and Business

The Monkeys are Driving the Bus – And How to Turn it Around
Preston Sunderman
Dunklau 109

Theatre: A College and Career Roundtable
Bryan Moore
Dunklau 123

Harvesting Wisdom: Cultivating Best Practices in Educational Administration
Daniel Sievert
Dunklau 142

Teaching College Music Theory in High School
Dr. Joseph Herl
Dunklau 143

Track: All Audiences
Thom Leadership Education Center

Strategies for Classroom Teachers to Support Mental Health
Dr. Jill Timmons
Thom 005

What Do I Do When They Don’t Understand?
Dr. Vicki Anderson	
Thom 101

What is My Role in SAS?
Marli Ockander
Thom 105

Bringing Agriculture into the Classroom
Dr. Amanda Hafer
Thom 106

Dyslexia Facts and Interventions
Kathy Krause
Thom 201

Christian Habits, Day by Day
Dr. Lorinda Sankey
Thom 203

Walk 2 Unlock Nebraska
Ericka Wibbels
Thom 205

7 Tricks to Save Money on School Technology
Lloyd Sommerer
Thom Auditorium

2: 15  –  2 :30 P.M. T R A N S I T I O N / B R E A K / E X H I B I TO R  B O OT H S
Janzow Campus Center 
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2:30 – 3:30 P.M. SECTIONAL THREE

Track: Elementary/ECE
Thom Leadership Education Center

CPH Early Childhood Resources
Lisa Krenz
Thom 001

Tinkering with STEAM
Dr. Annette Anschutz
Thom 111A

Mister Rogers Was Right!
Dr. Drew Gerdes
Thom 111B

Track: High School/Middle School/DCE
Dunklau Center for Science, Math and Business

Engaging Middle School Students in Service
Julie Stahr
Dunklau 109

Teaching Essential Business and Math Skills with Stock Market Challenge Games
Logan Ryan
Dunklau 123

ECTA/ELA Roundtable
Bryan Moore
Dunklau 142

Science Roundtable
Dr. Beth Pester
Dunklau 143

Track: All Audiences
Thom Leadership Education Center

Unleashing the Power of Chat GPT
Daniel Sievert
Thom 005

Engaging Students in Social Studies
Nathan Bassett and Katie Bockelman
Thom 101

Music Roundtable
Dr. Kurt von Kampen
Thom 104

Suzuki in the Schools and Teaching Foundational Life Skills Through the Violin
Louisa Biteler and Kortney Temple
Thom 105

Practical Ideas for Burned Out People
Rev. Kevin Bueltman
Thom 106

A Teacher’s Guide to Surviving the Coming AI Apocalypse
Jen Duitsman and Lloyd Sommerer
Thom 201

ChatGPT in Education
Dr. Shanna Opfer
Thom 203

Simple Ways to Improve School Culture
Sheila Psencik and Erin Seitz
Thom 205

What I Wish I Would Have Known Before I Started Teaching
Brooklyn Schulte, Micky Sloup, Bethany Zeckzer
Thom Auditorium

3:30 –  4 P.M. T R A N S I T I O N / B R E A K / E X H I B I TO R  B O OT H S
Janzow Campus Center 
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4 – 5 P.M. SECTIONAL FOUR

Track: Elementary/ECE
Thom Leadership Education Center

CPH Early Childhood Resources
Lisa Krenz
Thom 001

You’ve Got a Friend in Me…Why is My Stapler in Jello?
Natasha Onnen
Thom 111A

Mister Rogers Was Right!
Dr. Drew Gerdes
Thom 111B

Track: High School/Middle School/DCE
Dunklau Center for Science, Math and Business

Using Theatre in the Liberal Arts Classroom and Beyond
Bryan Moore
Dunklau 109

Building a Middle School Robotics Program from Scratch
Jeff Rickords
Dunklau 123

Learning to See Images
Dr. Amy Stradtmann
Dunklau 142

Track: All Audiences
Thom Leadership Education Center

Surviving the Trauma in Your Classroom
Erin Seitz
Thom 005

Selling 101: Why Everyone from Admissions Staff to Custodians matter in the 
Enrollment Process. 
Justin Hoffman	
Thom 101

Social Sciences Roundtable
Dr. Joel Helmer
Thom 104

Suzuki in the Schools and Teaching Foundational Life Skills Through the Violin
Louisa Biteler and Kortney Temple
Thom 105

Practical Ideas for Burned Out People
Rev. Kevin Bueltman
Thom 106

Walk 2 Unlock Nebraska
Ericka Wibbels
Thom 201

Understanding and Responding to Student Behavior
Kathy Krause
Thom 203

Designing a Mentoring Program from Scratch
Brooklyn Schulte and Sean Wieting
Thom 205

A Genesis Model for Lutheran Schools and Classrooms
Dr. Lorinda Sankey 
Thom Auditorium

5 –  6  P.M. H A P P Y  H O U R 
The C.G. “Kelly” and Virginia Holthus Family Plaza  

6 P.M. B A N Q U E T  A N D  P R O G R A M 
Concordia University Vocal Jazz Ensemble,  
Dr. Kurt von Kampen, Director
Cattle Conference Room, Janzow Campus Center 
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M O N DAY,  O C TO B E R  1 6

8:30 – 8:45 A.M. Opening Devotion
Chapel, Weller Hall

8:45 – 9 A.M. Announcements

9 – 10 A.M. Keynote – Kim Boyce: Gen Z  
Kim Boyce, Incoming Chief Operating Officer, Concordia 
University, Nebraska
Chapel, Weller Hall

10 - 10:15 A.M. Coffee Break 

10:15 – 11 :15 A.M. SECTIONAL FIVE

Track: Elementary/ECE
Thom Leadership Education Center

The Three Pillars of Success
Dr. Drew Gerdes
Thom 001

Between the Lines
Dr. Amy Stradtmann and Dr. Dylan Teut
Thom 005

Track: High School/Middle School/DCE
Dunklau Center for Science, Math and Business

Students Actually Like Using Our Learning Management System
Jeff Schoettlin
Dunklau 109

Engaging Middle School Students in Service
Julie Stahr
Dunklau 123

Track: All Audiences
Thom Leadership Education Center

What Can Teachers Learn from Bowling?
Dr. Amanda Geidel
Thom 101

Write that Down!
Stephanie Kollbaum
Thom 102

What’s Available for Continued Learning in Concordia’s Graduate Programs? 
Corrie Johnson
Thom 104

Self-Care – More than a TikTok
Angela Kollbaum
Thom 105

Top 5 Marketing Tips for Schools and Churches
Emily Witt
Thom 106

Engaging Students in Social Studies
Nathan Bassett and Katie Bockelman
Thom 111A

So, You’re the Technology Person…Now What?
Jacob Bergdolt and Lloyd Sommerer
Thom 111B

Differentiation: Philosophically on Board
Dr. Shanna Opfer
Thom 201

Making Math Stick!
Zach Kollbaum and Cindy Troyer
Thom 203

A Genesis Model for Lutheran Schools and Classrooms
Dr. Lorinda Sankey
Thom 205

Simple Ways to Improve School Culture
Sheila Psencik and Erin Seitz
Thom Auditorium

11:15 – 11:30 A.M. T R A N S I T I O N / B R E A K / E X H I B I TO R  B O OT H S
Janzow Campus Center 
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11 :30-12:30 A.M. SECTIONAL SIX

Track: Elementary/ECE
Thom Leadership Education Center

You’ve Got a Friend in Me…Why is My Stapler in Jello?
Natasha Onnen
Thom 001

The Basic Building Blocks
Dr. Dylan Teut
Thom 005

Track: High School/Middle School/DCE
Dunklau Center for Science, Math and Business

The Monkeys are Driving the Bus – And How to Turn it Around
Preston Sunderman
Dunklau 109

Building a Middle School Robotics Program from Scratch
Jeff Rickords
Dunklau 123

Unleashing the Power of Chat GPT
Daniel Sievert
Dunklau 142

Track: All Audiences
Thom Leadership Education Center

What Can Teachers Learn from Bowling?
Dr. Amanda Geidel
Thom 101

Write that Down!
Stephanie Kollbaum
Thom 102

Recruitment Roundtable
Lori Johnson and Olivia Johnson
Thom 104

Self-Care – More than a TikTok
Angela Kollbaum
Thom 105

Top 5 Marketing Tips for Schools and Churches
Emily Witt
Thom 106

What I Wish I Would Have Known Before I Started Teaching
Brooklyn Schulte, Micky Sloup, Bethany Zeckzer
Thom 111A

What Do I Do When They Don’t Understand?
Dr. Vicki Anderson
Thom 111B

Differentiation: Philosophically on Board
Dr. Shanna Opfer
Thom 201

Making Math Stick!
Zach Kollbaum and Cindy Troyer
Thom 203

Peace at the Center
Dr. Helen Teague
Thom 205

12 :30 P.M. C LO S E  O F  C O N F E R E N C E

Special thanks to all those working to make this inaugural GPLEC a success:
NEBRASKA DISTRICT: Bob Ziegler, Candi Menze
SOUTH DAKOTA DISTRICT: Dave Geidel
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY: Dr. Beth Pester, Jen Furr, Crissy Anson, Megan Boggs,  
Dr. Amy Stradtmann, Dr. Amanda Geidel, Liz Kucera, Averie Williams, Dr. Kurt von 
Kampen, Prof. Bobby Cody, Concordia University Vocal Jazz Ensemble, Elaine Royuk, 
Dr. David Held, Nancy Held, Sharolyn Sander, Deanna Dowding, Dr. Ron Bork, Marilyn 
Bork, Buildings & Grounds, Chartwells Dining Services, IT & AV Services
All presenters and attendees from across the Great Plains!
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REV. DR. JUSTIN HANNEMANN, M.DIV., PH.D., LIMHP, LMFT
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, THERAPIST AT GRACEPOINT 
SINCE 2012
Justin, his wife Katherine, and their four children live in Seward, Nebraska. 
Justin is the Cofounder and CEO of GracePoint Institute for Relational 
Health. GracePoint is a counseling and consultation ministry with offices 
in Lincoln and Omaha. He is also Executive Assistant to the Nebraska 
District-LCMS President, with a special emphasis on Ministerial Health. He 
has earned an MDiv from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis and a PhD from 
Saint Louis University’s School of Medicine. He is a Licensed Independent 
Mental Health Practitioner and Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist in 
the State of Nebraska. Justin has a passion for helping people develop and 
maintain healthy relationships in the name of Christ. You can find more 
information about Justin and GracePoint at www.relationalhealth.org

DR. BERNARD BULL
PRESIDENT, CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA
Dr. Bernard Bull is president of Concordia University, Nebraska. He 
previously served as Chief Innovation Officer, Vice Provost of Curriculum 
and Innovation, and Professor of Education at Concordia University 
Wisconsin, and as president of Goddard College. His current writing and 
research projects focus upon futures in education; learner agency and 
ownership; self-directed learning; wonder and awe in education; and the 
intersection of education and digital culture.

He is the author of seven books, including Missional Moonshots: Insight 
& Inspiration in Educational Innovation, What Really Matters: Ten Critical 
Issues in Contemporary Education, and Breathe: A Vision & Framework for 
Human-Centered Learning Environments.

KIM BOYCE
INCOMING CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER, CONCORDIA 
UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA
Kim Boyce, a licensed family therapist, has served as a counselor and 
instructor of practice of psychology at Concordia University, Nebraska. He 
also owns and manages several businesses throughout the United States, 
primarily assisted living facilities and human service organizations.

KEYNOTE BIOS SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

ANDERSON, DR. VICKI
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION, DIRECTOR OF TESOL/ESL PROGRAMS 
AT CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

“WHAT DO I DO WHEN THEY DON’T UNDERSTAND?”: USING SHELTERED INSTRUCTION 
TECHNIQUES TO IMPROVE STUDENT COMPREHENSION FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS AND 
OTHER STRUGGLING STUDENTS 
Teachers who work with English language learners and other struggling students face the daily 
challenge of working around language barriers and low levels of students’ grasp of academic 
vocabulary. Building sheltered instruction techniques into your instructional me is an effective 
way to bridge the gap between these students’ comprehension levels and where you want them 
to be. In this session, we’ll explore several key sheltered instruction techniques and provide a 
context for you to discuss how they can apply in your own classroom setting. 

ANSCHUTZ, DR. ANNETTE
PROFESSOR AND GRADUATE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM DIRECTOR AT 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 
PLAY: ITS PLACE IN K-2 BEST PRACTICES 
As early childhood professionals, kindergarten through second grade teachers are uniquely 
positioned to be leaders in demonstrating how play-filled learning experiences for their students 
are essential to understanding.  

TINKERING WITH STEAM 
Participants will “tinker” with a variety of loose parts materials as they discover how to engage 
children in solving a problem related to a children’s book using science, technology, engineering, 
art and math skills. 

BASSETT, NATHAN / BOCKELMAN, KATIE
TEACHERS AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 
ENGAGING STUDENTS IN SOCIAL STUDIES: STRATEGIES AND TOOLS FOR PASSIONATE 
LEARNING 
Are you looking for ways to engage your students in social studies and help them develop a 
passion for history, geography, and other social science topics? This session will provide you 
with a variety of strategies and tools to help your students become passionate learners in the 
social studies classroom. We will explore how to create interactive and engaging lessons that 
help students connect with historical events and geographic concepts. You will learn how to use 
primary source documents, multimedia resources and hands-on activities to bring history to life 
and promote critical thinking. 

BERGDOLT, JACOB / SOMMERER, LLOYD
TEACHERS AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

SO, YOU’RE THE TECHNOLOGY PERSON… NOW WHAT? 
So you’re the technology person, but you probably don’t have enough me, training, or funds to 
do the job. You are not alone. Come learn how those of us who have been doing this for a few 
years have survived and share any tricks of your own in this “Birds of a feather” style session. 

16 17



BITELER, LOUISA
SUZUKI VIOLIN & ORCHESTRA INSTRUCTOR AT SIOUX FALLS LUTHERAN 
SCHOOL, SIOUX FALLS, S.D. 

TEMPLE, KORTNEY
STRINGS INSTRUCTOR AT SIOUX FALLS LUTHERAN SCHOOL, SIOUX FALLS, S.D. 

SUZUKI IN THE SCHOOLS AND TEACHING FOUNDATIONAL LIFE SKILLS THROUGH THE 
VIOLIN (PK-12)  
The presenters will discuss the ins and outs of a Suzuki in the Schools violin program and the 
skills that are taught through music lessons. In addition to the benefits of learning the violin, 
the presenters will discuss how they have enhanced their school community through themed 
lessons across grade levels and subject areas, started a mentoring program among students, 
and included staff members playing the violin in order to better understand what each child is 
experiencing. Finally, they will offer a group violin lesson to participants to give an idea of the 
whole-body connection that is necessary to play an instrument.  

BUELTMAN, REV. KEVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT SHEPHERD’S CANYON RETREAT, WICKENBURG, ARIZ. 

PRACTICAL IDEAS FOR BURNED OUT PEOPLE 
Learn from the mistakes of this recovering burned-out pastor and camp director. Hear practical, 
specific ideas for your mind, body and soul from various helpful ministry resources.  

DEETER, CHRIS / RICKORDS, JEFF / ZIEMS, LYLE 
TEACHERS AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

3 QUICK AND EASY HANDS-ON LESSONS FOR ELEMENTARY SCIENCE CLASSES 
Are you looking for ways to engage your elementary students in science and promote hands-on 
learning? This session will provide you with six quick and easy hands-on lessons that you can add 
to any elementary science class. We will explore a variety of science topics, from life science to 
earth science, and provide you with practical activities that can be completed in a single class 
period. You will learn how to use everyday materials to create engaging and interactive lessons 
that help your students develop scientific thinking skills. 

DUITSMAN, JEN / SOMMERER, LLOYD
TEACHERS AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

A TEACHER’S GUIDE TO SURVIVING THE COMING AI APOCALYPSE. 
Does the thought of students using Artificial Intelligence to write papers and answer questions 
keep you up at night? In this session we’ll look at what programs like ChatGPT can and can’t 
do. Then we’ll talk about ways to structure your classes so that students learn how to use these 
technologies appropriately. AI isn’t going away, so let’s learn to use it productively.  

GEIDEL, DR. AMANDA
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND EDUCATION DEPARTMENT CHAIR AT 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

WHAT CAN TEACHERS LEARN FROM BOWLING? 
In many classrooms today, teachers plan one lesson and aim for the middle, hoping to reach as 
many students as possible. What can we learn from the sport of bowling that will help teachers 
change their aim, and reach more learners? Together we’ll explore Universal Design for Learning 
and strategies that will improve inclusive education for all students in our schools.   

GERDES, DR. DREW
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION AT CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

MISTER ROGERS WAS RIGHT! 
Fred Rogers, and his well-known children’s television program, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, 
has had an impact on children and adults for many decades. Join us as we learn more about 
the pedagogy and thoughts of Fred Rogers and ponder how we can continue his legacy and 
advocacy for children now and for years to come.  

THE THREE PILLARS OF SUCCESS 
Join us as we take a deep dive into the roles that self-regulation, executive-function skills, and 
social-emotional learning play in the lives of young children. These skills, which are learned 
significantly in the first eight years of life, play a role in one’s success that lasts into adulthood. 
Participants will learn strategies that can be immediately incorporated into the early childhood 
and early-elementary classroom setting.  

HAFER, DR. AMANDA
AGRICULTURE TEACHER/FFA ADVISOR AT LUTHERAN HIGH NORTHEAST, 
LINCOLN, NEB.

BRINGING AGRICULTURE INTO THE CLASSROOM 
If you are interested in incorporating more agriculture into your classrooms or want some fun 
hands-on projects that your students can try with minimal investments, please join me! These 
projects can be modified for students between ages 4-18. They can be used in the class, in 
childcare facilities, or during youth group nights. Tie your hair back and prepare to get your 
hands dirty! 

HENSCHEN, RHONDA
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR AT CHRIST LUTHERAN SCHOOL, NORFOLK, NEB. 

5 LITTLES… 
We know about the 5 Little Monkeys and the 5 Little Ducks, but have you heard of the 5 little 
pancakes? How about 5 little aphids? Join us to learn how you can use the 5 little pattern to 
teach you kiddos science, math, letters and kindness. I will also share how to make your own 5 
little flannel board pieces. Bring a few topics and we will work together to create some fun poems 
to teach your students next week. 

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
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HERL, DR. JOSEPH
PROFESSOR OF MUSIC AT CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

TEACHING COLLEGE MUSIC THEORY IN HIGH SCHOOL 
This workshop, intended for music teachers and school administrators, compares three common 
ways to teach music theory in high school: a do-it-yourself curriculum, preparation for the College 
Board’s Advanced Placement test and college dual credit. Topics include resources needed, 
selecting a teacher, components of a course (potentially including written theory, aural skills, 
and keyboard skills), things a teacher needs to know, expected student outcomes, methods of 
instruction and professional support for teachers.  

HOFFMAN, JUSTIN
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE RECRUITMENT AT CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA

SELLING 101: WHY EVERYONE FROM ADMISSIONS STAFF TO CUSTODIANS MATTER IN THE 
ENROLLMENT PROCESS? 
Explore how the fundamentals of relationship-based sales can help grow your enrollment.  Every 
member of the staff has a role in recruitment, but do they understand that?  Enrollment could be 
impacted by a simple gesture, come learn about the fundamentals of sales, through something as 
simple as a smile or a handshake.

JOHNSON, CORRIE
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE RECRUITMENT AT CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

WHAT’S AVAILABLE FOR CONTINUED LEARNING IN CONCORDIA’S GRADUATE PROGRAMS? 
Are you interested in learning more about trauma and resilience? Or maybe stepping into the 
world of fundraising and advancement? Maybe you’re searching for just the right master’s 
degree? Come find out what Concordia University, Nebraska Graduate programs have to offer 
and learn in a uniquely Christian graduate environment! 

KOLLBAUM, ANGELA
DCE AT TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, MADISON, NEB., AND THERAPIST AT 
LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICE 

SELF-CARE – MORE THAN A TIKTOK 
Self-care and worker wellness are hot topics right now. Learn why taking care of self is essential 
as a church worker. Finding balance so we can care for all of God’s children. 

KOLLBAUM, STEPHANIE
MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER AT ST. JOHN LUTHERAN SCHOOL, BATTLE CREEK, NEB. 

WRITE THAT DOWN! 
Students of all ages need to be writing more frequently. Wring can be used to reflect, to discover, to 
communicate, and so much more. This session will be designed to give teachers a chance to gather 
tools they can use in their classroom and collaborate with one another on how they can increase 
wring in their classroom and help their students become stronger and more confident writers. 

KOLLBAUM, ZACH / TROYER, CINDY
TEACHERS AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

MAKING MATH STICK! 
Are you looking for effective ways to promote retention of mathematical knowledge in your 
middle and high school classrooms? This session will explore hands-on methods and technology 
tools that can help your students build a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts and 
retain what they have learned. 

KRAUSE, KATHY
LUTHERAN SPECIAL EDUCATION MINISTRIES, ANN ARBOR, MICH. 

DYSLEXIA: FACTS AND INTERVENTIONS  
There are many myths surrounding dyslexia and best practices for accommodations and 
interventions for students.  This sectional will address these myths and present hands-on 
resources for providing accommodations and interventions for students with dyslexia, or those 
who are suspected of having dyslexia, to help them be successful in all academic areas.  

UNDERSTANDING AND RESPONDING TO STUDENT BEHAVIOR  
There are many approaches to addressing unexpected behavior in the classroom, but many miss 
looking at key factors that are causing the behavior.  This sectional will look at these underlying 
factors and present strategies for helping to problem solve with the student(s) when other school 
practices are not effective.  

KRENZ, LISA
EDITOR, CURRICULUM RESOURCES AT CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, ST. LOUIS, MO. 

CPH EARLY CHILDHOOD RESOURCES 	 
Sharing the love of Jesus in your early childhood classroom takes many forms. CPH has resources 
to help! This session will showcase a variety of early childhood resources from Concordia 
Publishing House, including the new Enduring Faith religion curriculum. We will also take a sneak 
peek at an upcoming additional level of Enduring Faith Early Childhood religion curriculum that 
will be available in the Spring of 2024.  

ENDURING FAITH RELIGION CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 	  
Come take a look at the new Enduring Faith religion curriculum for Lutheran schools from 
Concordia Publishing House. We’ll talk about Scope and Sequence, Lutheran Religion Standards, 
Unit and Lesson design, digital tools for teachers, students and families, and the flexibility this 
new curriculum offers for schools of all shapes and sizes.  

MOORE, BRYAN
PROFESSOR & DIRECTOR OF THEATRE AT CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

PICKING AND PRODUCING A SCHOOL PLAY 
Steps, strategies and resources to use when producing a school play, including selecting the 
best play for your students and audiences, thinking about budget and resources (people and 
materials), preparing for rehearsals, and ideas for performance nights. This session will offer 
support for those wanting to produce their first show or for veteran directors who want to share 
their “tricks of the trade.” 

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
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LIBERAL ARTS AND THEATRE ROUNDTABLE 
An opportunity for educators to share experiences and ideas about their English, theatre, and 
speech communication programs, including suggested courses and activities for students and 
audiences, and recruitment ideas for performance and competitive theatre and speech. 

THEATRE: A COLLEGE AND CAREER ROUNDTABLE 
This session will explore information to share with students (and parents) about opportunities 
for career paths related to theatre, including acting, technical theatre, marketing, directing, 
administration, education and production. We will also look at options outside of theatre and 
media that utilize theatre-based skills. 

USING THEATRE IN THE LIBERAL ARTS CLASSROOM AND BEYOND 
This interactive workshop will discuss how to use theatrical techniques in the classroom and other 
school and church settings. These techniques and activities can help develop vocal, physical, and 
presentation skills. Additionally, they can be used to teach lessons in subjects beyond theatre. 

OCKANDER, MARLI
MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER AT SIOUX FALLS LUTHERAN SCHOOL, SIOUX FALLS, S.D. 

WHAT IS MY ROLE IN SAS?
Set Apart to Serve (SAS) is an initiative of the LCMS to more intentionally inspire the next 
generation of church workers. This initiative is to address the severe shortage of pastors, 
teachers, DCEs, administrators, etc. within the synod.  

ONNEN, NATASHA
4TH GRADE TEACHER AT ST. JOHN LUTHERAN SCHOOL IN BATTLE CREEK, NEB.  

YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME…WHY IS MY STAPLER IN JELLO? 
Part 1: Often Lutheran educators, DCE’s, and pastors, can feel like they are on an island (not the 
tropical kind that serves drinks.) How can we as a school, church, community and district provide 
mentors for church workers at all stages? 

Part 2: Too often adults forget to play at work. According to the Fish model, play is essential. 
What are some easy ways you can play and care for each other at work, while remaining a 
professional? (There will be some me for small group brainstorming and discussion! 

OPFER, DR. SHANNA
DIRECTOR OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION & ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AT 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

BEST PRACTICES FOR CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT LEADERSHIP 
Effective classroom management is not for the faint of heart, and learning to LEAD is essential for 
success. This collaborative learning session will address a Gospel-Focused, Relationship-Driven, 
Proactive, Engagement-Rich and Response Ready classroom leadership approach that will get 
you talking with colleagues about your current joys and challenges in classroom leadership. Come 
to this session ready to share and learn from one another. 

CHATGPT IN EDUCATION – FRIEND OR FOE AND WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT IT? 
Come to this session to explore the artificial intelligence explosion that is occurring in the field 
of education. While there are MANY AI tools, this session will focus on Chat GPT. We will build 
a knowledge base, discuss concerns and opportunities, and be exposed to application ideas for 
teachers and students. This session will NOT provide singular answers or a “how-to” guide for AI 
use, but it will engage you in small group discussion and reflection about the topic from multiple 
angles. The AI movement is not going anywhere, in fact it is only getting smarter and stronger, so 
let’s build our knowledge and face our fears. 

DIFFERENTIATION: PHILOSOPHICALLY ON BOARD - PRACTICALLY CHALLENGED 
Most teachers embrace an educational PHILOSOPHY that values differentiation; however, they 
struggle to put these beliefs into PRACTICE in the day-to-day life of the classroom. This session 
will begin with the philosophical and theoretical, but will quickly shift to provide practical 
approaches that will put differentiation into moon in the classroom.   

PSENCIK, SHEILA
PRINCIPAL AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

SEITZ, ERIN
TEACHER AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

SIMPLE WAYS TO IMPROVE SCHOOL CULTURE 
Are you looking for ways to improve your school culture and create a positive and inclusive 
environment for all students and staff? This session will explore simple and effective strategies 
that can make a big impact, including starting a “Random Acts of Kindness” club and 
implementing small changes that can have a big impact. We will discuss the role of teachers 
and principals in creating a positive school culture, and share practical tips and tricks for 
making schools a nicer place for everyone. You will learn how to create a welcoming and 
inclusive environment by encouraging staff to model and student to emulate positive behaviors, 
celebrating successes, and providing opportunities for student voice and choice. 

RICKORDS, JEFF
WINNER OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD AND 7TH & 8TH 
GRADE SCIENCE TEACHER AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB.

BUILDING A MIDDLE SCHOOL ROBOTICS PROGRAM FROM SCRATCH 
Learn how we set up a new robotics program to provide opportunities for students to engage in 
STEM activities outside of the classroom. We will look at everything from needed equipment to 
ready-made curriculum as we explore the benefits and the difficulties of running a middle school 
robotics club. 

RYAN, LOGAN
TEACHER AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

TEACHING ESSENTIAL BUSINESS AND MATH SKILLS WITH STOCK MARKET CHALLENGE GAMES
Learn how to use stock market challenge games to teach essential business and math skills to your 
students in a fun and engaging way. This session will explore how these games can be used to teach 
computational skills such as calculating returns on investment and analyzing stock performance. You 
will discover how to help students to think critically about their investment strategies. By the end of 
this session, you will have practical ideas and resources to integrate stock market challenge games 
into your curriculum and help your students develop a diverse set of skills. 
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SANKEY, DR. LORINDA
DEAN & HEAD OF TEACHER EDUCATION AT CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

CHRISTIAN HABITS, DAY BY DAY 
Teaching our students the everyday habits of the Christian life is the most important work we 
do in Lutheran schools. This session will be one of exploring the basics of the Christian life (Bible 
reading, prayer, singing, etc.) and how we teach student to live them out each day in our schools 
and classrooms. Teachers who are experienced and new-to-Lutheran schools are welcome.   

A GENESIS MODEL FOR LUTHERAN SCHOOL AND CLASSROOMS  
How do you plan for your Lutheran School to be a Gospel-centered environment? How do we 
apply frameworks and models from public education to our Lutheran school settings? This 
session will investigate God’s model for learning environments in Genesis 1, 2, 3, and apply His 
model to our Lutheran schools and classrooms.  

SCHOETTLIN, JEFF
TEACHERS AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN, LINCOLN, NEB. 

STUDENTS ACTUALLY LIKE USING OUR LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
Learn how we moved our students from reluctant users to active proponents of our Learning 
Management System (Canvas, Schoology, Moodle, whatever). We will share how we got where 
we are and the hard learned lessons along the way.  

SCHULTE, BROOKLYN / WIETING, SEAN
TEACHERS AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

DESIGNING A MENTORING PROGRAM FROM SCRATCH 
A 6-12 Class C School started and integrated a one-to-one mentoring program as part of the 
normal school day. Hear how two educators and a small group of students passionate about 
mentoring have built community and lifelong relationships among students. Presenters Sean and 
Brooklyn will discuss the intricate details of starting and maintaining a mentoring program as well 
as the many proven statistics showing mentorship does make a difference in the lives of both 
mentees and mentors.  

SCHULTE, BROOKLYN / SLOUP, MICKY / ZECKZER, BETHANY
TEACHERS AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

WHAT I WISH I WOULD HAVE KNOWN BEFORE I STARTED TEACHING 
They say, “You don’t know what you don’t know.” Well, now we know, and we want to share it 
with you. Come listen as we share the things that we wish someone would have shared with us 
before we started our first year of teaching.  

SEITZ, ERIN
TEACHER AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

SURVIVING THE TRAUMA IN YOUR CLASSROOM 
This session is dedicated to equipping educators with practical strategies to create a supportive 
environment for students who have experienced trauma in their lives. We will explore the 
impact of trauma on learning and behavior and provide evidence-based techniques to help 
these students thrive in the classroom. Participants will gain a deeper understanding of trauma-
informed teaching practices, including creating a safe and predictable classroom environment, 
establishing trusting relationships, and implementing self-regulation and coping strategies. We 
will discuss the importance of empathy and sensitivity when working with students who have 
experienced trauma. 

SIEVERT, DANIEL
PRINCIPAL AT LUTHERAN HIGH NORTHEAST, NORFOLK, NEB. 

HARVESTING WISDOM: CULTIVATING BEST PRACTICES IN EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION  
Administrators, come ready to share your gold on a variety of topics in a roundtable format… 
recruitment and marketing, conflict resolution, managing tasks, teacher evaluation and 
development, community relations and more. Quick, two-minute share times on a myriad of 
topics, all ripe for the borrowing! 

UNLEASHING THE POWER OF CHATGPT: WHEN AI BECOMES THE TEACHER’S PET!  
For those who don’t know AI from IA, this session unlocks the positive power of ChatGPT in your 
classroom to help design and create lessons (complete with state standards!), brainstorm ideas, 
and communicate more effectively, saving the most valuable resource: Time.  

SOMMERER, LLOYD
TEACHER & TECHNOLOGY COORDINATOR AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH 
SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

7 TRICKS TO SAVE MONEY ON SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY 
“We can’t afford that.” There’s never enough money for the technology that you want to put in 
the hands of your students and teachers. In this session we’ll look at 7 ways that you can stretch 
your technology budget and get the most value for the money that you spend.  

STAHR, JULIE
TEACHER AT LINCOLN LUTHERAN MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL, LINCOLN, NEB. 

ENGAGING MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS IN SERVICE: CREATING A SUCCESSFUL 
COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY 
Are you looking for a way to engage your middle school students in service and community 
involvement? This session will show you how to create a successful community service day that 
allows your students to make a positive impact in their community while learning valuable skills 
and developing their character. We will also share our practices for organizing a community 
service day, including how to identify volunteer opportunities, coordinate transportation and 
logistics, and ensure student safety. 

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
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STRADTMANN, DR. AMY
MIDDLE-LEVEL DIRECTOR AND ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION AT 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

LEARNING TO SEE IMAGES: INCORPORATING VISUAL LITERACY STRATEGIES IN THE 
MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
Our students live in a visually stimulating culture with images bombarding them everywhere. 
These visual images allow them to communicate feelings and ideas. As a result, they must rely 
on visual data from social media platforms, electronic apps and live-streaming services to make 
sense of their world. This session addresses strategies for teaching students to interpret layered 
information embedded in images and text. We will explore how to develop a metalanguage for 
making meaning and then apply visual literacy strategies to the meaning-making of historical 
fiction picture books.  

STRADTMANN, DR. AMY/TEUT, DR. DYLAN
MIDDLE-LEVEL DIRECTOR AND ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION AT 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA
DIRECTOR OF LITERACY PROGRAMMING AND OUTREACH AT CONCORDIA 
UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

BETWEEN THE LINES: FAITH FORMATION AND DEVELOPMENT THROUGH CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE 
Many books published for children make for great reads and lend themselves to rich read aloud 
experiences. Once you begin scratching the surface, you find that a lot of titles have even more 
than the enjoyment factor. Without being overly didactic, there are many titles that provide 
opportunities for conversations and extensions for solid faith formation and development for 
students in all grade levels. Join us as we take an approach to reading between the lines to make 
enjoyable reading experiences a place for building up and strengthening the faith. 

SUNDERMAN, PRESTON
ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR AND SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER AT LUTHERAN HIGH 
NORTHEAST, NORFOLK, NEB. 

THE MONKEYS ARE DRIVING THE BUS - AND HOW TO TURN IT AROUND 
Over the past several years, there was a slow decline in the climate of student attitude and effort. 
As a part of my SLED major project, several teachers at Lutheran High collaborated with me on 
identifying specific aspects of the school climate that had changed, worked to understand some 
of the causes of this decline, and brainstorm some solutions to halt and reverse this trend.  

TEAGUE, DR. HELEN
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR AT CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

PEACE AT THE CENTER: 10 PEACE-FILLED LEADERSHIP PRACTICES YOU’RE ALREADY 
DOING… AND 10 MORE TO TRY… 
School leaders have so many demands on their me and mental bandwidth with near constant 
distractions, interruptions, and schedules. This session explores ten routines, practices, and 
procedures of peace-filled leaders and gently recommends ten research-based, leader-tested 
strategies to strengthen peace-filled environments for all school stakeholders (K-12 admin, 
coaches, teachers, teacher leaders, and those who love them). 

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

TEUT, DR. DYLAN
PLUM CREEK LITERACY FESTIVAL DIRECTOR, CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA

THE BASIC BUILDING BLOCKS: SOUNDS, LETTERS, AND WORDS AMONG THE SCIENCE OF 
READING NEWS  
“Science of Reading;” “Reading Wars;” “Whole Language;” “Balanced Literacy;” are just a few of 
the buzz words seeping into news cycles. Who is right, who is wrong, and who gets to decide 
what is best for young readers when it comes to beginning to decode and learning to read? Join 
us as we sift through some of the muck and mire of the reading research and proposed changes 
that have surfaced over the last few years, and re-center our focus to which me-tested, evidence-
based, research-supported practices and outcomes are the very best for beginning readers and 
writers. 

TIMMONS, DR. JILL
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION AT DOANE UNIVERSITY 

STRATEGIES FOR CLASSROOM TEACHERS TO SUPPORT MENTAL HEALTH AND BEHAVIOR 
IN SCHOOL  
There is a shortage of mental health workers and many behaviors to deal with but there are 
some strategies we can utilize in the classroom that will help not only our students but us as 
teachers.  We will review the strategies and teach you how to implement them so when you 
leave this presentation, you’re ready to support your students.  This presentation is most useful 
to newer teachers but more experienced teachers will benefit from a review of some of these 
strategies as well.  

WIBBELS, ERIKA
HEALTHY SCHOOLS SPECIALIST, NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

WALK 2 UNLOCK NEBRASKA
Walk 2 Unlock Nebraska is a customizable opportunity to engage youth in learning & physical 
activity. The program features an interactive map of Nebraska that allows users to track their 
locally achieved physical activity miles to make progress on virtual trails across the state. 
Checkpoint topics vary to keep all students K-8th grade eager to keep moving! Want a program 
with resources specific for you? Join our Central Stretch or Southern Loop pilot & receive goodies!

WITT, EMILY
ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT OF MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS AT 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 

TOP 5 MARKETING TIPS FOR SCHOOLS & CHURCHES 
Need five quick tips to improve your school or church’s marketing today? Attend this session to 
learn actionable insights you can take to your school or church to improve your digital presence 
and gain momentum towards your institution’s goals.  
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Learn how to grow your 
spiritual impact in the 
classroom with a Christ-
centered M.Ed.

APPLY TODAY AT CUNE.EDU/MED



SAVE  THE  DATE

Lutheran Education  
Association Convocation 
OCTOBER 2025

Great Plains Lutheran  
Educators Conference 
OCTOBER 2026


