
Which edTPA handbook will I complete?

• Early Childhood Inclusive: Early Childhood or Elementary Literacy (depends on placement)

• Elementary Education: Elementary Literacy

• K-12 Special Education: Special Education

• Middle and Secondary: Your content area (there are specific handbooks for middle level vs
secondary – select one class period for your focus, be strategic)

• Religious Education: Middle or Secondary History/SS

• K-12 Music: Performing Arts

• K-12 Art: Visual Arts

• Are you completing your ELL placement first in an ELL classroom? – Depending on your
placement, you can choose either the English as an Additional Language edTPA or your content
area.



edTPA Overview
• While the tasks are the same for each content area,

requirements and prompts vary based on content 
area and grade level. 

*Special Education, Early Childhood, and PE are slightly different

• Read your handbooks carefully!

• The edTPA is focused on a 3-day (consecutive) lesson sequence during your student 
teaching I placement. 



edTPA Overview

• Task 1:
• Context for Learning
• Planning

• Task 2: 
• Instruction (3-5 lessons; video recording; keep student work examples)

• Task 3: 
• Assessment (collect and submit student work)
• PE, SPED, and EC, your Task 3 has a few more requirements and differences. Read your 

handbook carefully. 

Read through each task requirement ahead 
of time. There are certain artifacts you must 
collect for each task, so you need to be 
prepared. 



edTPA Handbook
• Create an edTPA folder on your computer

• Download your handbook from the CUNE Education Department Website: 
https://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/templates/

• Unsure which you will use? Ask! Or download multiple handbooks to 
compare.  

https://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/templates/


edTPA Commentary Templates
• After downloading your handbook: 

• Download each commentary template from the CUNE Education Website. 
These are word documents. 
• Task 1: Context for Learning
• Task 1: Planning
• Task 2: Instruction
• Task 3: Assessment

• You will type directly on the template documents on your computer (it might be 
helpful to save these files on some type of cloud-based service). 

• Upload completed templates to Pearson as you finish each (This is not your 
“final” submission. You can always delete files and reupload.)

• We will be creating your Pearson accounts in the coming weeks. 



edTPA Files and Evidence

As you work on your edTPA and save files to your computer, 

• PLEASE BACK UP ALL YOUR FILES!!!!!

• Save to a Flashdrive or use some cloud-based service. 

Once we create a Pearson account, you can start uploading all completed files and 
evidence there. 



edTPA Handbook - Navigation

• Resources provided in your
handbook.

• Understanding Academic
Language

• Understanding Rubrics



edTPA Handbook - Navigation

• Note this bullet:

•



Save your work! 

• WHEN WORKING ON YOUR EDTPA DOCUMENTS, SAVE
IN MULTIPLE PLACES.

• USE A CLOUD BASED BACKUP OR A FLASHDRIVE

• DON’T LET A COMPUTER CRASH ELIMINATE YOUR
PROGRESS; IT HAS HAPPENED TO OTHER STUDENTS!



Task 1 : Planning

• There are 2 templates related to Task 1

• Context for Learning

• Planning Commentary



Task 1 : Context for Learning Your handbook will outline 
the minimum number of 
students required for your 
edTPA focus. This means you 
could just focus on a small 
group for your edTPA. 

Open your Context for Learning Template

Context for Learning: 
• Provides your assessor with key details about where you are

student teaching, the students you are working with, curriculum,
unique characteristics of your school, and specific student needs.

• You only describe details relevant to the class you are focusing on in
your edTPA.

• Elementary/EC: Literacy Class
• Middle/Secondary/PK-12: You get to pick a specific class to focus

on.

In your responses, do not 
include specific names of 
students, teachers, or the 
school/district that you are 
teaching in. Keep identities 
anonymous. 



Task 1 : Planning
• Select a class (your handbook defines the minimum number of

students for a class)
• Elementary: Literacy Class
• Middle/Secondary/PK-12: Your choice
• K-12 SPED: Your Choice (usually this is with an individual student)

• Select 3-5 consecutive lesson sequence for the focus of the
edTPA
• This does not have to be an entire unit!

• Previous students who have
complete the edTPA shared
that Task 1: Planning takes
the longest.

• Read the handbook
carefully.

• Review expectations of task
2 and 3 to assist with writing
task 1.



Task 1 : Planning

• In this task, you will describe the central focus of your edTPA lessons, using the
information from your context for learning.

• You will explain your instructional choices, as well as your plan to monitor student
learning.
• Special emphasis on: language demands, syntax, and discourse.

• See glossaries at the back of your handbook.



Task 1 : Planning
• Task 1 Requires the Following Submissions:

• Context for Learning Commentary
• Planning Commentary
• The lesson plans
• Instructional Materials
• Assessments
• See your handbooks for specific details and requirements.

• Previous students who have complete the edTPA shared that Task 1: Planning takes the longest.

• Read the handbook carefully.

• Review expectations of task 2 and 3 to assist with writing task 1.

Complete prior to teaching your 
lessons! 



Task 1 : Planning
• Academic Language Support

• Included in your handbook!

• See Appendix A

Complete prior to teaching 
your lessons! 



Task 2: Instruction
• Based on the teaching of your 3-5 lessons

• Turn to “Instruction Task 2: Instructing and
Engaging Students in Learning” section in
your handbook.

• Read through this section.



Task 2: Instruction
• Based on the teaching of your 3-5 lessons

• You will video record your edTPA lessons

• Provide video evidence to support your responses over the following areas:
• Promoting a Positive Learning Environment
• Engaging Students in Learning
• Deepening Student Learning during Instruction
• Analyzing Teaching



Task 2: Instruction

• Open your Task 2 Planning Commentary Template to see the questions you will answer 
over your instruction. 



Task 2: Instruction

• Each content area has different requirements for
the number of clips, the length of the clips, and
the focus of the clips.

• Consult your handbook!

• This information should influence your
planning.

Example from 
Elementary Literacy



Videoing Requirements 
• You must obtain permission from each student to include them in the video segment and use

examples of their student work.

• Permission forms can be found on the CUNE education website:
• http://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/
• Please insert your name into the letter before sending out to your students
• Spanish version is also available
• If you need the permission form in different languages, copy and past the form into Google Translate,

AI resource, or use a visual cue guide.

http://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/
http://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/


Videoing Requirements 

• You are responsible for monitoring who returned permission forms and keeping a record of 
these forms. 

• When all permission slips are completed or when you have completed videoing, you must 
email the completed forms as one file to Dr. Kerschen – Keith.Kerschen@cune.edu

mailto:Keith.Kerschen@cune.edu


Videoing Requirements 
• If your teacher or school says they already signed video

permission forms at the beginning of the school year, you still
need to get permissions.

• You will be submitting these clips and assessments to a 3rd party, so permission is required.



Videoing Requirements 

• Collecting Permission slips is something to work on right away.

• If a student returns a permission slip with a “no” or does not return a permission slip,
they cannot be featured in the video clips that you submit to Pearson.

• If students do not wish to be videoed, they are still expected to take part in the normal
classroom activities.
• Be strategic about where they sit
• Blurring faces is not a viable option
• If the show up in your video, just don’t submit clips that they are in.



Videoing Requirements 

• Each content area has different requirements for the minimum students needed for
video evidence and the length of the clips.

• Consult your handbook

Video tips and resources can be 
found on the edTPA website and 
the CUNE education website



Videoing Requirements 

• You may use your own device, a device from the school, or a Swivl from CUNE to record.

• What is the process for checking out a Swivl from Mr. Landrey? You may check out a Swivl
system from Mr. Landrey in Thom 103b

• Register a free Swivl Cloud account using your CUNE.ORG e-mail
address: https://cloud.swivl.com/register/

• Make an appointment with Landrey to check out a Swivl system and get some basic training.
• A Swivl system consists of a Swivl base and microphone, an iPad, and a stand.
• Recordings will be uploaded to your Swivl Cloud account.
• You may keep the Swivl system up to 7 days.
• If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Landrey Peter.Landrey@cune.edu

https://cloud.swivl.com/register/


Task 3: Assessment
• This section focuses on the student learning during your 3-5 lesson sequence.

• You will analyze a single, individually completed assessment that measures student learning
on one of your key assessments related to your objectives.

• This cannot be a group or partner assessment.

• PE and SPED is a bit different here. You will have additional video assessments to analyze. Read your
handbook carefully.



Task 3: Assessment
• You will analyze: 

• Whole class learning

• Focus students learning (see handbooks for the number of focus students)
• For most handbooks, you will select 3 students (who you have permission slips from) based on the patterns 

of learning in the assessment you gave. 
• For Early Childhood and SPED, you will identify these focus students in Task 1 (since there are a few more 

observations etc). 

• Describe patterns of strength and weakness

• Identify next steps in your instruction



Task 3: Assessment

• You will submit:

• Commentary
• Student Work Samples (the actual assessment that the students completed)*
• Evidence of Feedback (you must provide evidence of your feedback)
• Evaluation Criteria (how you determined student mastery (rubric etc.).

• *SPED, PE, and Early Childhood will be slightly different



Task 3 Assessment

• Keep copies of all student work samples (make copies)
• Double check if you are required to submit video evidence.

• Determine a plan on providing feedback for students
• Can be written directly on student work samples
• Can be videoed
• Consider planning for this during your Task 1.

(Lowest scoring task thus far)



Rubrics

• 15 rubrics (5 for each task)
• World Languages – 13 rubrics

Rubric Prompt

Rubric 1 Planning Commentary – Prompt 1

Rubric 2 Planning Commentary – Prompt 2, 3

Rubric 3 Planning Commentary – Prompt 2, 3

Rubric 4 Planning Commentary – Prompt 4, Lesson Plans

Rubric 5 Planning Commentary – Prompt 5, Lesson Plans, Assessment Materials

Rubric 6 Instruction Commentary – Prompt 2, Video Clips

Rubric 7 Instruction Commentary – Prompt 3, Video Clips

Rubric 8 Instruction Commentary – Prompt 4a, Video Clips

Rubric 9 Instruction Commentary – Prompt 4b, Video Clips

Rubric 10 Instruction Commentary – Prompt 5, Video Clips

Rubric 11 Assessment Commentary – Prompt 1, Student Work Samples, Evaluation Criteria

Rubric 12 Assessment Commentary – Prompts 2a-2b, Evidence of Feedback

Rubric 13 Assessment Commentary – Prompt 2c, Evidence of Feedback

Rubric 14 Assessment Commentary – Prompt 3

Rubric 15 Assessment Commentary – Prompt 4



Rubrics

• World Languages – 13 rubrics



Rubrics – Can be found in your handbook
• 15 rubrics (5 for each task) – A score of 1 – 5 for each rubric

• World Languages – 13 rubrics



Rubric Support
• Found after each Task in your handbook



Navigating the handbook and templates
• Confused about what to submit or include? Refer to the evidence charts at the end 

of the handbooks.



Navigating the handbook and templates
• Glossary for terms and definitions located at the end of the handbook: 



Resources on the website 
• https://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/

Resources Tab: 

Elementary Literacy: 
See this document to 
assist with planning 
your central focus. 

https://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/
https://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/


Resources on the website 
• https://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/

Thinking Organizers: Helps with breaking down the 
prompts. 

These thinking organizers are to 
help you craft your prompts for 
the commentaries. Your 
commentaries should be in 
narrative form, but these 
documents can help you 
organize your thinking! 

https://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/
https://wp.cune.edu/educationdepartment/edtpa/


Resources

• YOUR HANDBOOK IS THE BEST RESOURCE!

• Please utilize the office hours and writing days 

• If you have questions, check your handbook first.



Resources

• edTPA questions should come to me, not your cooperating teacher or 
supervisor.  

• Waiting to email about concerns or finishing on time the week before the due date 
is not acceptable! 

• Reach out early with questions or concerns! 



edTPA Support

• edTPA Office Hours – THOM 214D
• Tuesdays: 3:45 – 5:30 from January 13th and ending March 3rd 
• By appointment (Can meet virtually, just let me know!)

Optional Writing Days – THOM 113
• Saturday, February 7th: 9:00 – 12:00 
• Sunday, February 22nd: 3:00 – 6:00
• Sunday, March 1st: 3:00 – 6:00

• Your cooperating teacher
• Can assist with providing some of the context for learning information, permission slips  and technology support.
• They are not to provide you with examples of what to write or to revise your prompts
• Share with them this process, keep them in the loop! 



edTPA Support

• edTPA Workday: Monday, February 16th 

• Excused from student teaching that day (inform your cooperating teacher well in 
advance)

• THOM 111-113 is reserved on campus (8:30 – 5:00)

• 8:30 – 12:00 is mandatory

• You cannot wait until this day to start writing. Spending two hours each week on the 
prompts should have you well on your way. 
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