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Much has been written over the past twenty-five years on Christian higher education.   The titles included 
here have continued to receive some attention, and reviews are available on most through the usual 
sources and searches.  Several address Lutheran higher education directly or include a chapter on 
Lutheran colleges and universities. 
Many of these books refer to John Henry Newman and his foundational book, The Idea of a University, 
written in 1852 when Newman opened University College, Dublin. 

 

Anthony, Michael J.  Introducing Christian Higher Education: Foundations for the Twenty-First 

Century.  Baker, 2001. 

 

Ashmon, Scott, ed.  The Idea and Practice of a Christian University. Concordia Publishing 

House, 2015. 

 

Burchaell, James.  The Dying of the Light.  Eerdmans, 1998. 

 

Benne, Robert.  Quality with Soul: How Six Premier Colleges and Universities Keep Faith with 

Their Religious Traditions.  Eerdmans, 2001. 

 

Christenson, Tom.  The Gift and Task of Lutheran Higher Education.  Augsburg Fortress, 2004. 

 

Davis, Jeffry.  Liberal Arts for the Christian Life.  Crossway, 2012. 

 

Dockery, David S.  Renewing Minds: Serving Church and Society Through Christian Higher 

Education, Revised and Updated.  B&H Academic, 2008. 

 

Dockery, David S.  Faith and Learning: A Handbook for Christian Higher Education.  B&H 

Academic, 2012. 

 

Eaton, Philip W.  Engaging the Culture, Changing the World: The Christian University in a 

Post-Christian World.  IVP Academic, 2011. 

 

George, Timothy.  The Great Tradition of Christian Thinking: A Student's Guide (Reclaiming 

the Christian Intellectual Tradition)  Crossway, 2012. 

 

Gregory, Brad S. The Unintended Reformation: How a Religious Revolution Secularized Society.  

Belknap—Harvard University Press, 2012. 

 

Harran, Marilyn J.  Martin Luther: Learning for Life.  Concordia, 1997. 

 

Heck, Joel and Menuge, Angus.  Learning at the Foot of the Cross: A Lutheran Vision for 

Education.  Concordia, 2011. 

 

Holmes, Arthur F.  The Idea of a Christian College.  Eerdmans, 1987. 

 

Holmes, Arthur F.  Building the Christian Academy.  Eerdmans, 2001. 

 



Hughes, Richard and Adrian, William B.  Models for Christian Higher Education: Strategies for 

Survival and Success in the Twenty-First Century.  Eerdmans, 1997. 

 

Joeckel, Samuel.  The Christian College Phenomenon: Inside America's Fastest Growing 

Institutions of Higher Learning.  Abilene Christian University Press, 2011. 

 

Korcok, Thomas.  Lutheran Education from Wittenberg to the Future.  Concordia, 2011. 

 

Liftin, Duane.  Conceiving the Christian College.  Eerdmans, 2004. 

 

Marsden, George M.  The Soul of the American University: From Protestant Establishment to 

Established Non-belief.  Oxford, 1996. 

 

Marsden, George M.  The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship.  Oxford, 1998. 

 

Migliazzo, Arlin C.  Teaching as an Act of Faith.  Fordham University Press, 2002. 

 

Morey, Melanie and Piderit, John, S.J.  Catholic Higher Education: A Culture in Crisis.  Oxford, 

2010. 

 

Newman, John Henry.  The Idea of a University. Univ. of Notre Dame Press, reprint 1967 

 

Noll, Mark.  Jesus Christ and the Life of the Mind.  Eerdmans, 2011. 

 

Ostrander, Rick.  Why College Matters to God: an Introduction to the Christian College.  

Abilene Christian University Press, 2013. 

 

Pelikan, Jaroslav.  The Idea of a University: a reexamination.  Yale Univ. Press, 1992.   

Beyond Integration: Interdisciplinary Possibilities for the Future of Christian Higher Education.  

Abilene Christian University Press, 2012. 

 

Ream, Todd C. and Glanzer, Perry L.  The Idea of a Christian College: a Re-examination for 

Today’s University.  Cascade Books, 2013. 

 

Rietschel, William C.  An Introduction to the Foundations of Lutheran Education.  Concordia, 

2000. 

 

Ringenberg, William C.  Christian College: The History of Protestant Higher Education in 

America.  Baker, 2006. 

 

Ringenberg, William C.  The Christian College and the Meaning of Academic Freedom. 

Palgrave MacMillan, 2016. 

 

Schwandt, Pamela.  Called to Serve: St. Olaf and the Vocation of a Church College.  St. Olaf 

College, 1999. 

 



Schwehn, Mark S.  Exiles from Eden: Religion and the Academic Vocation in America.  Oxford, 

2005. 

 

Simmons, Ernest L. Lutheran Higher Education: An Introduction.  Augsburg, 2001. 

 

Smith, David I. and Smith, James K.A.  Teaching and Christian Practices: Reshaping Faith and 

Learning.  Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2011 

  

Solberg, Richard W.  Lutheran Higher Education in North America.  Augsburg, 1985. 

 

Ward, Roger and Gushee, David.  The Scholarly Vocation and the Baptist Academy: Essays on 

the Future of Baptist Higher Education.  Mercer Univ. Press, 2008. 

 

Wells, Ronald.  Keeping Faith: Embracing the Tensions in Christian Higher Education (Essays 

and Pieces on the Occasion of the Inauguration of Gaylen J. Byler as President of Calvin 

College).  Eerdmanns, 1996. 

 

 

Add’l titles from various sources: 

 Robert Benne, Quality with Soul: How Six Premier Colleges and Universities Keep Faith 

with their Religious Traditions, Eerdmans, 2001 

 Richard T. Hughes, The Vocation of the Christian Scholar: How Christian Faith Can 

Sustain the Life of the Mind, Eerdmans, 2005 

 Douglas and Rhonda Hustedt Jacobsen, Scholarship and Christian Faith: Enlarging the 

Conversation, Oxford University Press, 2004 

 Mark A. Noll, Jesus Christ and the Life of the Mind, Eerdmans, 2011 

 Parker Palmer, The Courage to Teach: Exploring the Inner Landscape of a Teacher's 

Life, Jossey-Bass, 1998 

 Jeff Van Duzer, Why Business Matters to God (And What Still Needs to Be Fixed), Inter-

varsity Press, 2010 

 


